
 

Today At Our Fellowship
Thursday, November 6, 2025

This Week @ AUUF

Thursday, November 6
3:30 – 5:00 pm Connections Team
Meeting on Zoom Library
5:30 – 7:00 pm Anti-Racism Team
Meeting Library & Zoom
 6:30- 8:00 pm Choir Practice Sanctuary

Friday, November 7
12:00 – 2:00 pm Freethinkers in Person
Only Room 7
5:00 – 7:00 pm Alaska Citizen's Action
Project Sanctuary + Social Room
7:30 – 9:30 pm Environmental Theatre
Rental Sanctuary and Social Room

Saturday, November 8
8:30 – 10:30 am AA-Slap Happy Group at
AUUF Social Room
1:00 – 3:00 pm Amanda's Violin Class
Room 5
2:00 – 5:30 pm Annual Dinner setup
5:30 pm Annual Dinner Sanctuary and
Social Room

Sunday, November 9
9:00 – 10:15 am The Forum
11:00 am – 1:00 pm HS Youth Group
Room 7
11:00 am – 12:00 pm Sunday Worship
1:30 – 2:30 pm Worship Associate
Meeting on Zoom
4 – 5:30 pm Anchorage Friends Meeting
Sanctuary & Social Room

Monday, November 10
3:30 – 6:00 pm Amanda's Violin Class
Room 5

Tuesday, November 11
Veteran's Day- Staff Holiday Office
closed
2:00 – 4:00 pm Knitting Group Room 7
2:00 – 3:30 pm Hungry Book Club
Upstairs Library
6:00 – 7:00 pm Community Connection -
Private Room 8

Wednesday, November 12
6:00 – 8:00 pm Finding Your Way to
Fellowship Class Sanctuary and Social
room
6:00 – 8:00 pm Safer Congregation Team
on Zoom

Thursday, November 13
10:45 am – 12:45 pm Music Together
Mountain Song Social Room
6:30 – 8:00 pm Choir Practice
Sanctuary

Friday, November 14
8:15 am – 12:45 am Music Together
Mountain Song (Day 1/2)
Social Room
12:00 – 2:00 pm Freethinkers in Person
Only Room 7
5:00 – 7:00 pm Alaska Citizen's Action
Project Sanctuary + Social Room



4:30 – 9:00 pm Clausson Rental
Rooms 5 + 7
6:00 – 8:00 pm Environmental Theatre
Rental Sanctuary + Social Room

 

The Forum 
Sunday November 9, 2025 9:00-10:15 AM
IN- PERSON and on Zoom

 

Click here to join on Zoom.

Sunday Worship Service
Sunday November 9, 2025 11:00 AM
IN- PERSON and on Zoom

https://www.anchorageuuf.org/sundayonzoom


November Worship Services

Click here to join on Zoom.

This month's theme for worship is gratitude. Although not all of the titles below may seem
to fit in with this theme, there will be at least some mention woven throughout the
services. And that's the thing about gratitude, when we start incorporating it into our
outlook, it often shows up unexpectedly and implicitly in our everyday lives.

Nov. 9, 2025 11 am
Implicit Bias--Managing Our Fears
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry

This is a sermon topic requested by Tracy Barbee who won a sermon in the auction last
year. She wants us to be aware of how much implicit bias affects us everyday. It's hard for
it not to when it comes from so many sources!  Many of us react to these biases on a gut
or feeling level which can bring on another set of complications, as we all have been
witnessing in our current world. I wonder how we can turn that around so we can be more
curious about and grateful for all the different gifts our diversity brings? HOPE is coming
for our Time for All Ages.

Nov. 16, 2025 11 am
Being Curious About Religious Language
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Barb Clark

Many folks ask what is Unitarian Universalism? Is it a movement, a religion or something
else? And based on that answer, many folks have questions and opinions about what kind
of language we use here. Are we a church, a gathering, a fellowship? Do we worship,
commune, gather, explore the divine? I'd like to explore some of these words and see
how we can use them, even reclaim some.

Nov. 23, 2025  11 am
Multigenerational Gratitude Service
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Jenn Bluntach, Director of Religious Exploration

All ages will participate in the 11 am service today. We'll sing, add gratitudes to our
Gratitude Tree, maybe dance. Much of our activity is still TBD, but we hope we all can
gather together to enjoy our time together! And, we'll have a Soup Sunday after the
service.

https://www.anchorageuuf.org/sundayonzoom


YES YOU CAN!!!!
Please help out at our Annual Dinner 

By bringing food items to our potluck.  Thank you for all of you who have already signed
up to contribute delicious yummy food!!!!  We will begin setting out the food at 5:15.

Thank you for your generosity and help in making this Annual Dinner a celebration!!!!

The AUUF Annual Dinner is scheduled for Saturday, November 8th, from 5:30 to 8:00
pm.  There will be an Awards Presentation and an Auction at the Anchorage UU
Fellowship. Come enjoy live music, good food (it is an AUUF potluck) and great
company.  Childcare will be provided.  

Questions? Contact Marty Freeman at martyw@ak.net  or 
questions about the food and potluck contact  
Renee Frost at Renfrost@mtaonline.net
We look forward to seeing you for the AUUF Annual Dinner November 8th.

mailto:martyw@ak.net
mailto:Renfrost@mtaonline.net


AUUF Auction Ends this Saturday
November 8th, & Awards Dinner/Quilt
Raffle

The AUUF Online Auction is in full swing and ends this Saturday, November 8, at noon
— don’t miss your chance to bid! The Auction Team has gathered a plethora of
wonderful auction items and experiences. Items may be viewed downstairs in room #2.
Many great gift ideas, and things you will want for yourself! Also, share the auction link
with your friends and family. The more the merrier, right?

Go online to hunt for deals and discover hidden “Easter Eggs” that pop up throughout the
week. Check back daily for new specials and surprises! Look to your inbox for an
email with your personalized link (check with Jay if you cannot find it). Remember that
some experiences fill up quickly, so don’t wait to place your bids.

In addition, the AUUF Annual Awards Potluck Dinner is on Saturday, November 8th at
5:30 p.m. The evening will feature a raffle for a beautiful quilt (buy your raffle tickets in
advance on the auction website). You can pick up your auction winnings at the dinner, or
on Sunday. If possible, please bring some cash to the dinner — it helps save money on
credit card processing fees (more of your generosity goes directly to AUUF).
You may use the link or QR code. We hope to see you online at the auction and in person
at the dinner!
Questions? Call Jay Van Alstine at 907-240-4901



Embracing All with Open Hearts:
Be Part of Our Welcoming
Congregations Committee

The Welcoming Congregations Committee is delighted to
announce that AUUF has  successfully completed the Annual

Welcoming Congregations Renewal program for  2025! 

This renewal reflects our ongoing commitment to LGBTQ+/TGQNB* welcome and 
inclusion — a living practice that calls us to consciously weave affirming worship, 
outreach, celebration, and education into the fabric of our congregational life each year. 
To learn more about the Unitarian Universalist Association’s Welcoming Congregations
Renewal Program, visit the UUA website .

Please click here to read the entire article.

Honoring, exploring, empowering 
The Feminine Retreat Planning November 15 at 12:30 pm

If you have ideas and are interested in helping with our retreat please join us for our initial
planning session. 

Gratitude Soup Sunday 
November 23 
Following the 11 am service. If you would like to bring a soup, bread or dessert 
Text Elayne at 907- 223-6507

Connections Team Events this Month

This is a busy month for the AUUF Connections Team. Our “Finding Your Way to
Fellowship” classes are underway with about 12 participants. We’ll be finishing the last of
3 classes on November 12th.
If plans come together in time, we hope to present another “Second Saturday” concert
(Music in Our Midst) on the evening of November 15th. Details will be in next week’s

https://www.uua.org/lgbtq/welcoming
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MdEQEWcCqgwkHO3dSxjztpc6DWB7P6Ev/view?usp=sharing


TAOF email blast. But save the date now!
Finally, we’ve tentatively scheduled a Greeter Training session to follow the 11:00 Sunday
service on November 16th. Having greeters on Sunday mornings is much more than a
nice thing to do, and we hope that anyone interested in learning about how and why,
please email connections@anchorageuuf.org

Lost And Found Emptying
November 13

The lost and found boxes (by the entrance and under the coat rack) are quite full and will
be emptied on 11/13. If you suspect you have items in either of those boxes, please be
sure to come grab them before this happens!

AUUF Safer Congregation Team will be
conducting emergency drills ﻿
﻿Fire and Earthquake, 11/16/25 immediately following both the Forum and

Sunday Service. 

In addition, we’ll be sponsoring several safety-related training courses (Active Shooter
Preparedness; Senior Disaster Preparedness; STAR’s “Stewards of Children”, 3/1/26;
Family & Friends CPR/AED/Narcan, spring 2026).  

Are you familiar with our building evacuation protocols, and post-event gathering
locations? Do you know how our children will be evacuated from their RE classrooms, and
where to retrieve them? Do you know the locations of our Fire Extinguishers, Fire Blanket,
Disability Evacuation Chair, First Aid Kits, Bleeding Control Kit, AED (automated external
defibrillator), Narcan Rescue Kits? Do you know how to use them? We’ll be reviewing it all
in the upcoming drills and training.

AUUF Religious Exploration November 2025
Updates

Click here to read.

Grades 10-12 OWL Registration is
now open

Our Whole Lives:
Sexuality Education for Grades 10‐12, 2nd edition
Our Whole Lives (OWL) values:
•Self-Worth
•Sexual Health
•Responsibility

https://mailchi.mp/3673136dd93e/auuf-re-updates-and-news-for-nov-dec-2025?e=d66f6d1242


•Justice and Inclusivity
OWL provides a safe setting for teens to explore their attitudes, values, and
beliefs about their own and others’ sexuality. This developmentally
appropriate, field-tested curriculum addresses important topics through
dialogue and engaging activities. It promotes decision-making informed by
accurate information and a foundation of personal values and life goals. 

Registration Deadline is Thursday, December 18

Click here to register.

Connections Team Needs Volunteers for Sunday
Hospitality in November!

Please consider signing up ahead of time to help make AUUF a warm and welcoming
community. We need greeters, zoom ushers and ESPECIALLY Social Hour volunteers to
keep our kitchen tidy and clean. If Connections ends up doing dishes all the time, they will
have a hard time staffing the welcome tables as they should be doing. Below is a link to
the Signup Genius which includes downloadable directions on what to do. All you need is
an email address and you will be sent an automatic reminder 2 days ahead of time.

﻿Thanks to all who continue to help! 

 Immigration Bystander Training -ACLU of Alaska
Thursday, November 13th, 5:30-6:30 PM on
Zoom

Have you seen videos of courageous community members demanding warrants as their
neighbors are detained by ICE in public places? Maybe you've read articles about
targeted immigration enforcement and thought, "what would I do if I saw this happen?" 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXFkzBe0wcRmeKOJY4jxV-MhsGvmLpDLWlKAZ92twqViIj6A/viewform
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4EA9AF2AABF94-60032518-november
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4EA9AF2AABF94-60032518-november
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/118740388/580739537/595248087?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg4NDk5IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjdiNjc0ZTk0LWEzYmEtZjAxMS04ZTYxLTAwMjI0ODI0ZTA4ZCIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAicmV2bGlzZUBhbmNob3JhZ2V1dWYub3JnIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=rCZFeFrknClJYqEZXaH0DopCkUSwYKSIpLSFB9hKWos=&emci=5438023e-c0b9-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=7b674e94-a3ba-f011-8e61-00224824e08d&ceid=29699805


If you've questioned what you would - or should - do if you see federal immigration
officials detain a fellow Alaskan, we have a training for you.

On Thursday, November 13th, the ACLU of Alaska will host a virtual Immigration
Bystander Training from 5:30-6:30 PM on Zoom. During this session, individuals will
learn how to safely intervene and provide assistance to community members and fellow
Alaskans interacting with federal immigration officials.
 
Training attendees will learn their rights as a third party interacting with ICE, how to best
support a person being taken into custody, and the importance of creating a Family
Safety Plan. This event is free and open to the public, and attendee participation will
remain anonymous.
 
It is imperative to know our rights and responsibilities as non-citizen Alaskans are targeted
by the Trump Administration's deportation regime. Learn more about how federal
immigration orders are impacting Alaskans here.
 
We hope you join us for this educational opportunity.
 
ACLU of Alaska

Click here to register.

Western Alaska Disaster Relief 

https://www.acluak.org/en/events/immigration-bystander-training?emci=5438023e-c0b9-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=7b674e94-a3ba-f011-8e61-00224824e08d&ceid=29699805
https://www.acluak.org/en/events/immigration-bystander-training?emci=5438023e-c0b9-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=7b674e94-a3ba-f011-8e61-00224824e08d&ceid=29699805
https://www.acluak.org/en/publications/immigration-family-safety-plan?emci=5438023e-c0b9-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=7b674e94-a3ba-f011-8e61-00224824e08d&ceid=29699805
https://www.acluak.org/en/publications/immigration-family-safety-plan?emci=5438023e-c0b9-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=7b674e94-a3ba-f011-8e61-00224824e08d&ceid=29699805
https://www.acluak.org/en/news/landscape-immigration-enforcement-alaska?emci=5438023e-c0b9-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=7b674e94-a3ba-f011-8e61-00224824e08d&ceid=29699805
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RpW2Ki-_T-G7txwqnHJJsw?emci=5438023e-c0b9-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=7b674e94-a3ba-f011-8e61-00224824e08d&ceid=29699805#/registration


How to help with Typhoon Halong Recovery in
Western Alaska
Southcentral Foundation has partnered with the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium
and dozens of other organizations to assist people impacted by the severe storms in
Western Alaska. Hundreds of residents from the coastal communities were airlifted to
Anchorage. Emergency shelters have been established at the Alaska Airlines Center and
Egan Center.
At the shelters, SCF is providing medical services, pharmacy, behavioral, community
resource specialists, family health resources, and learning circles. SCF is collaborating
with other ANMC services as they are needed. SCF has also partnered with Alaska Native
Heritage Center to coordinate Yupik translators.
For those interested, opportunities to support people who are affected by the storms are
listed below.
 
Click here for Monetary Donations
Alaska Community Foundation has an online fundraiser for the Western Alaska
Disaster Relief 2025 Fund.
 
Donating Items- Click here for Amazon wish list.
Only new items and nonperishable items can be donated at this time. Items of immediate
need include:

New clothes of all sizes (baby, toddler, kids, adults), including winter coats, shirts,
layers, undergarments, socks, etc.
New shoes (including slip-on kinds like Crocs) and boots of all sizes

https://alaskacf.org/
https://alaskacf.org/
https://alaskacf.org/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1C1NSKNI9HD16?type=wishlist&filter=unpurchased&sort=priority&viewType=list.


New hats and gloves
Personal hygiene items (soap, shampoo/conditioner, deodorant, lotion,
hairbrushes/combs, hair ties, nail clippers, lip balm, etc.)
New blankets and sleeping bags

 
Donations are accepted at the central donation warehouse operated by Team Rubicon, a
veteran-led humanitarian organization, at 1120 East 1st Avenue from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
seven days a week. Please do not bring donated items to AAC or Egan as space is
limited. The warehouse is the central sorting and distribution center for all donations.
Bethel Community Services Foundation has an Amazon Wishlist where people can
purchase items to go directly to the relief effort in the region.
 
Volunteering
Red Cross is coordinating volunteers—interested people can call 1-800-Red-Cross
or visit Red Cross.

If you are a Southcentral Foundation employee who is interested in filling a shift as a
medical or behavioral provider at the Alaska Airlines Center or Egan Center, please
discuss the opportunity with your supervisor and contact LaZell Hammons
(lhammons@southcentralfoundation.com) for more information.

NOVEMBER HALF PORTION FOR SOCIAL
ACTION: ALASKA LITERACY PROGRAM

Dennis Arashiro

Our mission statement of changing lives through literacy extends into digital literacy,
health literacy, financial literacy, family literacy, and beyond. These are all areas of literacy
that improve self-sufficiency and empower individuals to achieve substantive improvement
in their well-being.

You can contribute in person at our Sunday services or online by visiting
anchorageuuf.org click on the Half-Portion note or Donate/ Pay at the bottom of the
home page. Enter your donation under “Half-Portion for Social Action." 

Go to anchorageuuf.org
Click on the Half-Portion note or Donate/ Pay

at the bottom of the home page.
Enter your donation under

“Half-Portion for Social Action”

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1C1NSKNI9HD16?type=wishlist&filter=unpurchased&sort=priority&viewType=list.
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1C1NSKNI9HD16?type=wishlist&filter=unpurchased&sort=priority&viewType=list.
https://volunteerconnection.redcross.org/?nd=login
mailto:lhammons@southcentralfoundation.com
http://anchorageuuf.org/
http://anchorageuuf.org/


Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
2824 E. 18th Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99508

(907) 248-3737
Website

Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, (she/her), Minister,
RevLise@anchorageuuf.org, 907-248-3737 x2,
Office hours are usually Tu 11-3; Th and F 11-3, and by appointment

Jennifer Bluntach, (she/her), Director of Religious Exploration
DRE@anchorageuuf.org
Office hours usually are:
Sun 9am-11am, Tu 11am-3pm, Thu 11am-3pm, and by appointment

Esme Danner, (she/her), Congregational Administrator
Admin@AnchorageUUF.org, 907.248.3737 x.1
Office Hours Usually Mon-Thu 11am - 3 pm, Please call first.

Esme Danner, (she/her), Music Director
907-248-3737 x4, Music@anchorageuuf.org

Kelly Strycker, (she/her), Communications Specialist,
Communications@anchorageuuf.org
Kelly's remote office hours Mon, Tues, Wed, Friday 9 am - 1 pm. Thursday 7-9:30 am AK,
& 1:30-3:00 pm

https://www.anchorageuuf.org/
mailto:RevLise@anchorageuuf.org
mailto:DRE@anchorageuuf.org
mailto:Admin@AnchorageUUF.org
mailto:Music@anchorageuuf.org
mailto:Communications@anchorageuuf.org


Rebecca Bernard, (she/her), Affiliated Community Minister
RBernard.AK@gmail.com

Dan Norton, AV Coordinator
907-248-3737

Contact the Connections Team for more information on how to get involved:
Connections@anchorageuuf.org 

Share the Care Team: sharethecare@anchorageuuf.org

Connect with us
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Today At Our Fellowship
Thursday, November 13, 2025

This Week @ AUUF

Thursday, November 13
10:45-12:45 pm Music Together Mountain
Song Social Room
 6:30- 8:00 pm Choir Practice Sanctuary

Friday, November 14
8:15 am – 12:45 am Music Together
Mountain Song Social Room
12:00 – 2:00 pm Freethinkers in Person
Only Room 7
5:00 – 7:00 pm Alaska Citizen's Action
Project Sanctuary + Social Room

Saturday, November 15
8:15 am – 12:45 am Music Together
Mountain Song Social Room
8:30 – 10:30 am AA-Slap Happy Group at
AUUF Social Room
1:00 – 3:00 pm Amanda's Violin Class
Room 5

Sunday, November 16
9:00 – 10:15 am The Forum
11:00 am – 12:00 pm Sunday Worship
12:15 – 1:30 pm Greeter Training Room
8
12:30 – 1:45 pm Social Action Council
Library
1:00 – 3:00 pm OWL K-1 Room 3, 5, 7
1:30 – 3:30 pm Karyn Grove-Bruce Violin
Recital - All are welcome! Sanctuary &
Social Room

Monday, November 17
3:30 – 6:00 pm Amanda's Violin Class
Room 5

Tuesday, November 18
2:00 – 4:00 pm Knitting Group Room 7
6:30 – 8:30pm
Finance Committee Meeting

Wednesday, November 19
6:30 – 9:00 pm Board of Directors
Meeting - In Person (Zoom-Contact Don)

Thursday, November 20
10:45 am – 12:45 pm Music Together
Mountain Song Social Room
5:30 – 9:00 pm Special Event

Friday, November 21
8:15am – 12:45 am Music Together
Mountain Song (Day 1/2)
Social Room
12:00 – 2:00 pm Freethinkers in Person
Only Room 7
5:00 – 7:00 pm Alaska Citizen's Action
Project Sanctuary + Social Room
5:30 – 8:00 pm Parent Night Out -
Childcare Downstairs Library & Room 8



4:00 – 5:30 pm Anchorage Friends
Meeting Sanctuary & Social Room

 

The Forum 
Sunday November 16, 2025 9:00-10:15 AM
IN- PERSON and on Zoom

APD’s “HOPE” Team Speaking at the Forum This
Week (and Preview of Coming Attractions)
 
This Sunday at the Forum we’ll hear from the Anchorage Police Department ’s “HOPE
Team” (Homeless. Outreach. Prevention. Engagement.) — APD Officer Ruth Adolf and
Social Work Navigator Tanya Vandenbos.  We hope you’ll join us in person if possible,
and by Zoom if not. Ruth and Tanya spend every work day of every week with
Anchorage’s homeless and know them as individuals, not just data points and
stereotypes. They are using their day off to be with AUUF for the second week in a row.
Last week when they met with the RE classes to receive “blessing bags” the kids had
made for distribution to homeless folks, they said we should all come back this week for
the Forum to learn what they actually do. This description from APD’s Mobile Intervention
Team website gives a good preview: The HOPE Team is “committed to fostering trust and
understanding, aiming to support Anchorage’s most vulnerable residents in obtaining the
assistance they need. Through their caring and dedicated approach, they not only
empower individuals but also help to strengthen the sense of community, positively
impacting everyone in Anchorage. Their work serves as a reminder that together, we can
make a difference in the lives of those facing challenges.”  

The following Sunday, November 23, retired Superior Court Judge Elaine Andrews will
address a timely question:  “Can We Count on the Courts?”  And on November 30, we will
meet Anchorage’s new Municipal Library Director, Margie Harrison, who will talk
about “Rediscovering Your Library: 21st Century Services, and Hidden Gems.”

Click here to join on Zoom.

https://www.anchorageuuf.org/sundayonzoom


Sunday Worship Service
Sunday November 16, 2025 11:00 AM
IN- PERSON and on Zoom

November Worship Services

Click here to join on Zoom.

This month's theme for worship is gratitude. Although not all of the titles below may seem
to fit in with this theme, there will be at least some mention woven throughout the
services. And that's the thing about gratitude, when we start incorporating it into our
outlook, it often shows up unexpectedly and implicitly in our everyday lives.

Nov. 16, 2025 11 am
Being Curious About Religious Language
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Barb Clark

Many folks ask what is Unitarian Universalism? Is it a movement, a religion or something
else? And based on that answer, many folks have questions and opinions about what kind
of language we use here. Are we a church, a gathering, a fellowship? Do we worship,
commune, gather, explore the divine? I'd like to explore some of these words and see
how we can use them, even reclaim some.

Nov. 23, 2025  11 am
Multigenerational Gratitude Service
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Jenn Bluntach, Director of Religious Exploration

All ages will participate in the 11 am service today. We'll sing, add gratitudes to our
Gratitude Tree, maybe dance. Much of our activity is still TBD, but we hope we all can
gather together to enjoy our time together! And, we'll have a Soup Sunday after the
service.

Auction Round-up: Thank YOU! 

A HUGE round of applause for all of you who helped make this year’s annual

https://www.anchorageuuf.org/sundayonzoom


auction a success! We so appreciate everyone who donated items and
experiences, checked the site throughout the week, played the bidding game and then
joined us Saturday night for the raffle, Tin Can Alley and our annual awards dinner. So far,
you’ve helped us raise nearly $16,000 of our $17,000 goal! But wait. Your hard-working
auction team isn’t done yet. Many remaining items with potentially higher values will now
be offered on public websites in hopes of generating additional income. Stay tuned. We’ll
let you know when we have a final tally.

Lost Bowl
The below bowl was misplaced after our annual
dinner. If you have seen it, please
email patmacnaughton@gmail.com

Embracing All with Open Hearts:
Be Part of Our Welcoming
Congregations Committee

The Welcoming Congregations Committee is delighted to
announce that AUUF has  successfully completed the Annual

Welcoming Congregations Renewal program for  2025! 

This renewal reflects our ongoing commitment to LGBTQ+/TGQNB* welcome and 
inclusion — a living practice that calls us to consciously weave affirming worship, 
outreach, celebration, and education into the fabric of our congregational life each year. 
To learn more about the Unitarian Universalist Association’s Welcoming Congregations
Renewal Program, visit the UUA website .

Please click here to read the entire article.

Honoring, exploring, empowering 
The Feminine Retreat Planning November 15 at 12:30 pm

If you have ideas and are interested in helping with our retreat please join us for our initial
planning session. 

Sunday Greeter Training Session November 16

Come learn what’s entailed in being a greeter on Sunday morning, and why this important
volunteer task is vital to the health of our Fellowship! We will meet in Room 8 downstairs,
10-15 minutes after the 11 am Worship Service, whenever it concludes. This give you
time to get some coffee and socialize after the service, before our meeting. If you have
questions, please contact connections@anchorageuuf.org

mailto:patmacnaughton@gmail.com
https://www.uua.org/lgbtq/welcoming
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MdEQEWcCqgwkHO3dSxjztpc6DWB7P6Ev/view?usp=sharing


AUUF Safer Congregation Team will be
conducting emergency drills ﻿
﻿Fire and Earthquake, 11/16/25 immediately following both the Forum and
Sunday Service. 

In addition, we’ll be sponsoring several safety-related training courses (Active Shooter
Preparedness; Senior Disaster Preparedness; STAR’s “Stewards of Children”, 3/1/26;
Family & Friends CPR/AED/Narcan, spring 2026).  

Are you familiar with our building evacuation protocols, and post-event gathering
locations? Do you know how our children will be evacuated from their RE classrooms, and
where to retrieve them? Do you know the locations of our Fire Extinguishers, Fire Blanket,
Disability Evacuation Chair, First Aid Kits, Bleeding Control Kit, AED (automated external
defibrillator), Narcan Rescue Kits? Do you know how to use them? We’ll be reviewing it all
in the upcoming drills and training.

Gratitude Soup Sunday 
November 23 
Following the 11 am service. If you would like to bring a soup, bread or dessert 
Text Elayne at 907- 223-6507

AUUF Religious Exploration November 2025
Updates

Click here to read.

Grades 10-12 OWL Registration is
now open

Our Whole Lives:
Sexuality Education for Grades 10‐12, 2nd edition
Our Whole Lives (OWL) values:
•Self-Worth
•Sexual Health
•Responsibility
•Justice and Inclusivity
OWL provides a safe setting for teens to explore their attitudes, values, and
beliefs about their own and others’ sexuality. This developmentally
appropriate, field-tested curriculum addresses important topics through
dialogue and engaging activities. It promotes decision-making informed by
accurate information and a foundation of personal values and life goals. 

Registration Deadline is Thursday, December 18

https://mailchi.mp/3673136dd93e/auuf-re-updates-and-news-for-nov-dec-2025?e=d66f6d1242


Click here to register.

Connections Team Needs Volunteers for Sunday
Hospitality in November!

Please consider signing up ahead of time to help make AUUF a warm and welcoming
community. We need greeters, zoom ushers and ESPECIALLY Social Hour volunteers to
keep our kitchen tidy and clean. If Connections ends up doing dishes all the time, they will
have a hard time staffing the welcome tables as they should be doing. Below is a link to
the Signup Genius which includes downloadable directions on what to do. All you need is
an email address and you will be sent an automatic reminder 2 days ahead of time.

﻿Thanks to all who continue to help! 

 Immigration Bystander Training -ACLU of Alaska
Thursday, November 13th, 5:30-6:30 PM on
Zoom

Have you seen videos of courageous community members demanding warrants as their
neighbors are detained by ICE in public places? Maybe you've read articles about
targeted immigration enforcement and thought, "what would I do if I saw this happen?" 
 
If you've questioned what you would - or should - do if you see federal immigration
officials detain a fellow Alaskan, we have a training for you.

On Thursday, November 13th, the ACLU of Alaska will host a virtual Immigration
Bystander Training from 5:30-6:30 PM on Zoom. During this session, individuals will
learn how to safely intervene and provide assistance to community members and fellow
Alaskans interacting with federal immigration officials.
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXFkzBe0wcRmeKOJY4jxV-MhsGvmLpDLWlKAZ92twqViIj6A/viewform
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4EA9AF2AABF94-60032518-november
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4EA9AF2AABF94-60032518-november
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/118740388/580739537/595248087?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg4NDk5IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjdiNjc0ZTk0LWEzYmEtZjAxMS04ZTYxLTAwMjI0ODI0ZTA4ZCIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAicmV2bGlzZUBhbmNob3JhZ2V1dWYub3JnIg0KfQ%3D%3D&hmac=rCZFeFrknClJYqEZXaH0DopCkUSwYKSIpLSFB9hKWos=&emci=5438023e-c0b9-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=7b674e94-a3ba-f011-8e61-00224824e08d&ceid=29699805
https://www.acluak.org/en/events/immigration-bystander-training?emci=5438023e-c0b9-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=7b674e94-a3ba-f011-8e61-00224824e08d&ceid=29699805
https://www.acluak.org/en/events/immigration-bystander-training?emci=5438023e-c0b9-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=7b674e94-a3ba-f011-8e61-00224824e08d&ceid=29699805


Training attendees will learn their rights as a third party interacting with ICE, how to best
support a person being taken into custody, and the importance of creating a Family
Safety Plan. This event is free and open to the public, and attendee participation will
remain anonymous.
 
It is imperative to know our rights and responsibilities as non-citizen Alaskans are targeted
by the Trump Administration's deportation regime. Learn more about how federal
immigration orders are impacting Alaskans here.
 
We hope you join us for this educational opportunity.
 
ACLU of Alaska

Click here to register.

NOVEMBER HALF PORTION FOR SOCIAL
ACTION: ALASKA LITERACY PROGRAM

Dennis Arashiro

Our mission statement of changing lives through literacy extends into digital literacy,
health literacy, financial literacy, family literacy, and beyond. These are all areas of literacy
that improve self-sufficiency and empower individuals to achieve substantive improvement
in their well-being.

You can contribute in person at our Sunday services or online by visiting
anchorageuuf.org click on the Half-Portion note or Donate/ Pay at the bottom of the
home page. Enter your donation under “Half-Portion for Social Action." 

Go to anchorageuuf.org
Click on the Half-Portion note or Donate/ Pay

at the bottom of the home page.
Enter your donation under

“Half-Portion for Social Action”

https://www.acluak.org/en/publications/immigration-family-safety-plan?emci=5438023e-c0b9-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=7b674e94-a3ba-f011-8e61-00224824e08d&ceid=29699805
https://www.acluak.org/en/publications/immigration-family-safety-plan?emci=5438023e-c0b9-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=7b674e94-a3ba-f011-8e61-00224824e08d&ceid=29699805
https://www.acluak.org/en/news/landscape-immigration-enforcement-alaska?emci=5438023e-c0b9-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=7b674e94-a3ba-f011-8e61-00224824e08d&ceid=29699805
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RpW2Ki-_T-G7txwqnHJJsw?emci=5438023e-c0b9-f011-8e61-6045bded8ba4&emdi=7b674e94-a3ba-f011-8e61-00224824e08d&ceid=29699805#/registration
http://anchorageuuf.org/
http://anchorageuuf.org/


Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
2824 E. 18th Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99508

(907) 248-3737
Website

Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, (she/her), Minister,
RevLise@anchorageuuf.org, 907-248-3737 x2,
Office hours are usually Tu 11-3; Th and F 11-3, and by appointment

Jennifer Bluntach, (she/her), Director of Religious Exploration
DRE@anchorageuuf.org
Office hours usually are:
Sun 9am-11am, Tu 11am-3pm, Thu 11am-3pm, and by appointment

Esme Danner, (she/her), Congregational Administrator
Admin@AnchorageUUF.org, 907.248.3737 x.1
Office Hours Usually Mon-Thu 11am - 3 pm, Please call first.

Esme Danner, (she/her), Music Director
907-248-3737 x4, Music@anchorageuuf.org

Kelly Strycker, (she/her), Communications Specialist,
Communications@anchorageuuf.org
Kelly's remote office hours Mon, Tues, Wed, Friday 9 am - 1 pm. Thursday 7-9:30 am AK,
& 1:30-3:00 pm

https://www.anchorageuuf.org/
mailto:RevLise@anchorageuuf.org
mailto:DRE@anchorageuuf.org
mailto:Admin@AnchorageUUF.org
mailto:Music@anchorageuuf.org
mailto:Communications@anchorageuuf.org


Rebecca Bernard, (she/her), Affiliated Community Minister
RBernard.AK@gmail.com

Dan Norton, AV Coordinator
907-248-3737

Contact the Connections Team for more information on how to get involved:
Connections@anchorageuuf.org 

Share the Care Team: sharethecare@anchorageuuf.org

Connect with us
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Today At Our Fellowship
Thursday, November 20, 2025

This Week @ AUUF

Thursday, November 20
10:45-12:45 pm Music Together Mountain
Song Social Room
 6:30- 8:00 pm Choir Practice Sanctuary

Friday, November 21
8:15 am – 12:45 am Music Together
Mountain Song Social Room
12:00 – 2:00 pm Freethinkers in Person
Only Room 7
5:00 – 7:00 pm Alaska Citizen's Action
Project Sanctuary + Social Room
5:30 – 8:00 pm Parent Night Out -
Childcare Downstairs Library & Room 8

Saturday, November 22
8:15 am – 12:45 am Music Together
Mountain Song Social Room
8:30 – 10:30 am AA-Slap Happy Group at
AUUF Social Room
1:00 – 3:00 pm Amanda's Violin Class
Room 5

Sunday, November 23
9:00 – 10:15 am The Forum
11:00 am – 12:00 pm Sunday Worship
4:00 – 5:30 pm Anchorage Friends
Meeting Sanctuary & Social Room

Monday, November 24
3:30 – 6:00 pm Amanda's Violin Class
Room 5

Tuesday, November 25
11:10 am Staff Meeting
2:00 – 4:00 pm Knitting Group Room 7
6:00- 8:00 pm Program Council Social
Room
6:30 – 8:00 pm Bylaws Committee
Meeting Library

Wednesday, November 26

Thursday, November 27
Thanksgiving Day Staff Holiday Office
closed

Friday, November 28
Staff Holiday Office closed
12:00 – 2:00 pm Freethinkers in Person
Only Room 7
5:00 – 7:00 pm Alaska Citizen's Action
Project Sanctuary + Social Room
5:30 – 8:00 pm Parent Night Out -
Childcare Downstairs Library & Room 8

 



The Forum 
Sunday November 23, 2025 9:00-10:15 AM
IN- PERSON and on Zoom

Click here to join on Zoom.

Sunday Worship Service
Sunday November 23, 2025 11:00 AM
IN- PERSON and on Zoom

November Worship Services

Click here to join on Zoom.

This month's theme for worship is gratitude. Although not all of the titles below may seem
to fit in with this theme, there will be at least some mention woven throughout the

https://www.anchorageuuf.org/sundayonzoom
https://www.anchorageuuf.org/sundayonzoom


services. And that's the thing about gratitude, when we start incorporating it into our
outlook, it often shows up unexpectedly and implicitly in our everyday lives.

Nov. 23, 2025  11 am
Multigenerational Gratitude Service
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Jenn Bluntach, Director of Religious Exploration

All ages will participate in the 11 am service. We'll sing, add gratitudes to our Gratitude
Tree, maybe dance. Much of our activity is still TBD, but we hope we all can gather
together to enjoy our time together! And, we'll have a Soup Sunday after the service.

Gratitude Soup Sunday 
November 23 
Following the 11 am service. If you would like to bring a soup, bread or dessert 
Text Elayne at 907- 223-6507

HOLIDAY STUFFING!
12:30 to 2 PM, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2025

Dennis Arashiro

Stuffing envelopes, that is! After stuffing yourself on Thanksgiving and before stuffing your
stockings for Christmas, how about joining the Anti-Racism Team with the ACLU Prison
Project newsletter mailing? After the Worship Service from 12:30 to 2 PM, SUNDAY,
NOVEMBER 30, 2025, in the FELLOWSHIP SOCIAL ROOM, we will be stuffing and
addressing envelopes with the holiday season newsletter for those incarcerated in the
Alaska prison system.

The ACLU newsletter lets those in our prisons know that they are not forgotten and that
there are those on the outside working for their rights and their futures. Besides putting
the mailing together, you have the opportunity to add a holiday message of your own to
the newsletter. We also need volunteers to bring laptops in order to confirm updated
addresses. Help us get the newsletter out soon enough to brighten the holidays for those
in need of hope in their lives. See you there!

Three cheers for volunteers!
At the November 8 annual dinner we had the joy of celebrating all our volunteers, and
recognizing the outstanding contributions of some extra-special ones. 

This year we honored Volunteers of the Year: Reneé Frost and Katherine Huffman
Fred Hillman Distinguished Service Awards: Elayne Hunter and Kalen Saxton
Shirley Dickens Memorial Tribute: Stan Fishcher.

Click on their names to read more about all they do for the Fellowship, take a look at the
names of all our honorees from this and prior years on the plaques in the social room, and
say thanks for all their service.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yIOmRfiN08WeVpmGGqjnPvhBA8_nT9r6/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102381742394212056852&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yIOmRfiN08WeVpmGGqjnPvhBA8_nT9r6/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102381742394212056852&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yb9RNVD0u5k1nPA1G6N7aOz6Ag2gFD1U/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102381742394212056852&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EsA_2Q0YGCQNqY5Kq3PzE-km0Zwgp8Ka/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102381742394212056852&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LncImpaZG7ZxVcZ_XxEs1jxCtG6shIIc/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102381742394212056852&rtpof=true&sd=true


Thanksgiving Holiday publication deadline
change for Today at our Fellowship
Hi Everyone,
If you have an article to be published in next weeks Today At Our Fellowship newsletter
please send it to me by Wednesday Nov. 26th by 9:00am!
Thanks,

You can submit your article here.

Thanks! & Happy Holidays

Kelly Strycker

The Alliance is selling 2026 Calendars!

These special calendars feature photos of members of The Alliance and include the dates
of important AUUF events. This fundraiser supports programs and projects at AUUF. 
Calendars will be sold after the Forum and the Worship Service. 
The price is $30 and we can accept cash or checks only. Thank you! 
For more information contact Katherine Huffman or Linda McCool. 

Embracing All with Open Hearts: Be Part of Our
Welcoming Congregations Committee

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXw0fer7hbHJ1XiXY19Z74IRLAqRgMXTQcqKljQTkpfKYJnQ/viewform


The Welcoming Congregations Committee is delighted to
announce that AUUF has  successfully completed the Annual
Welcoming Congregations Renewal program for  2025! 

This renewal reflects our ongoing commitment to
LGBTQ+/TGQNB* welcome and  inclusion — a living practice
that calls us to consciously weave affirming worship,  outreach,

celebration, and education into the fabric of our congregational life each year.  To learn
more about the Unitarian Universalist Association’s Welcoming Congregations Renewal
Program, visit the UUA website .

Please click here to read the entire article.

AUUF Christmas Bazaar
AUUF Christmas Bazaar – December 7
Sponsored by the Green Sanctuary Committee

Get ready to shop with purpose! The AUUF Christmas Bazaar returns on Saturday,
December 7, offering a festive selection of gift-worthy treasures—all in support of a
brighter, greener future for our fellowship.

Donations Welcome!

We’re seeking new or gently used items that would make great holiday gifts. Please no
used clothing. Donations can be dropped off downstairs in Room 2 at the fellowship.
Items will be reviewed for suitability; anything not appropriate may be redirected to Value
Village or responsibly discarded.
Final Drop-Off Day: Saturday, December 6, 1–4 PM. The committee will also be setting up
during this time.

Why It Matters:
Proceeds from the Bazaar will help fund the installation of solar panels—a meaningful
step toward sustainability and stewardship.
Let’s celebrate the season with generosity and joy!

AUUF Religious Exploration November 2025
Updates

Click here to read.

Grades 10-12 OWL Registration is
now open

Our Whole Lives:
Sexuality Education for Grades 10‐12, 2nd edition
Our Whole Lives (OWL) values:
•Self-Worth
•Sexual Health

https://www.uua.org/lgbtq/welcoming
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MdEQEWcCqgwkHO3dSxjztpc6DWB7P6Ev/view?usp=sharing
https://mailchi.mp/3673136dd93e/auuf-re-updates-and-news-for-nov-dec-2025?e=d66f6d1242


•Responsibility
•Justice and Inclusivity
OWL provides a safe setting for teens to explore their attitudes, values, and
beliefs about their own and others’ sexuality. This developmentally
appropriate, field-tested curriculum addresses important topics through
dialogue and engaging activities. It promotes decision-making informed by
accurate information and a foundation of personal values and life goals. 

Registration Deadline is Thursday, December 18

Click here to register.

Connections Team Needs Volunteers for Sunday
Hospitality in November!

Please consider signing up ahead of time to help make AUUF a warm and welcoming
community. We need greeters, zoom ushers and ESPECIALLY Social Hour volunteers to
keep our kitchen tidy and clean. If Connections ends up doing dishes all the time, they will
have a hard time staffing the welcome tables as they should be doing. Below is a link to
the Signup Genius which includes downloadable directions on what to do. All you need is
an email address and you will be sent an automatic reminder 2 days ahead of time.

﻿Thanks to all who continue to help! 

NOVEMBER HALF PORTION FOR SOCIAL
ACTION: ALASKA LITERACY PROGRAM

Dennis Arashiro

Our mission statement of changing lives through literacy extends into digital literacy,
health literacy, financial literacy, family literacy, and beyond. These are all areas of literacy
that improve self-sufficiency and empower individuals to achieve substantive improvement
in their well-being.

You can contribute in person at our Sunday services or online by visiting
anchorageuuf.org click on the Half-Portion note or Donate/ Pay at the bottom of the
home page. Enter your donation under “Half-Portion for Social Action." 

Go to anchorageuuf.org
Click on the Half-Portion note or Donate/ Pay

at the bottom of the home page.
Enter your donation under

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXFkzBe0wcRmeKOJY4jxV-MhsGvmLpDLWlKAZ92twqViIj6A/viewform
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4EA9AF2AABF94-60032518-november
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4EA9AF2AABF94-60032518-november
http://anchorageuuf.org/
http://anchorageuuf.org/


“Half-Portion for Social Action”

Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
2824 E. 18th Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99508

(907) 248-3737
Website

Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, (she/her), Minister,
RevLise@anchorageuuf.org, 907-248-3737 x2,
Office hours are usually Tu 11-3; Th and F 11-3, and by appointment

Jennifer Bluntach, (she/her), Director of Religious Exploration
DRE@anchorageuuf.org
Office hours usually are:
Sun 9am-11am, Tu 11am-3pm, Thu 11am-3pm, and by appointment

Esme Danner, (she/her), Congregational Administrator
Admin@AnchorageUUF.org, 907.248.3737 x.1
Office Hours Usually Mon-Thu 11am - 3 pm, Please call first.

Esme Danner, (she/her), Music Director
907-248-3737 x4, Music@anchorageuuf.org

https://www.anchorageuuf.org/
mailto:RevLise@anchorageuuf.org
mailto:DRE@anchorageuuf.org
mailto:Admin@AnchorageUUF.org
mailto:Music@anchorageuuf.org


Kelly Strycker, (she/her), Communications Specialist,
Communications@anchorageuuf.org
Kelly's remote office hours Mon, Tues, Wed, Friday 9 am - 1 pm. Thursday 7-9:30 am AK,
& 1:30-3:00 pm

Rebecca Bernard, (she/her), Affiliated Community Minister
RBernard.AK@gmail.com

Dan Norton, AV Coordinator
907-248-3737

Contact the Connections Team for more information on how to get involved:
Connections@anchorageuuf.org 

Share the Care Team: sharethecare@anchorageuuf.org
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Visit Our Website

AUUF Podcast

Donate

ANCHORAGE UU FELLOWSHIP | 2824 E. 18th Ave | Anchorage, AK 99508 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

mailto:Communications@anchorageuuf.org
http://RBernard.AK@gmail.com/
mailto:connections@anchorageuuf.org
https://www.facebook.com/anchorageuu/
https://www.facebook.com/anchorageuu/
https://www.instagram.com/anchorageuuf/
https://www.instagram.com/anchorageuuf/
https://www.anchorageuuf.org/
https://www.anchorage_uu.buzzsprout.com/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRq-vqhYD4HFEUDzzpS446PZEOVZpPcIw91FrYieK2rA42EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboucV3cfeg9mlq7KhWIsh8T0g=&ver=3
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iconsystems&nav=c8249d0e-de86-442b-b441-674fc55b85e3
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iconsystems&nav=c8249d0e-de86-442b-b441-674fc55b85e3


 

Today At Our Fellowship
Thursday, November 27, 2025

This Week @ AUUF

Thursday, November 27
Thanksgiving - Office closed

Friday, November 28
Thanksgiving - Office closed
5:00 – 7:00 pm Alaska Citizen's Action
Project Sanctuary + Social Room

Saturday, November 29
8:30 – 10:30 am AA-Slap Happy Group at
AUUF Social Room

Sunday, November 30
9:00 – 10:15 am The Forum
11:00 am – 12:00 pm Sunday Worship
4:00 – 5:30 pm Anchorage Friends
Meeting Sanctuary & Social Room

Monday, December 1
3:30 – 6:00 pm Amanda's Violin Class
Room 5

Tuesday, December 2
2:00 – 4:00 pm Knitting Group Room 7
4:30 – 6:30 pm Forum Planning on Zoom
5:30 – 6:45 pm Anchorage CN Resistors
Advocacy - All are welcome
Sanctuary
5:30 pm LGBTQ+ Advocacy Team Meeting
Library
6:30 – 9:00 pm AK Bird Club Banquet
Social Room

Wednesday, December 3
3:30 – 5:00 pm Connections Team
Meeting on Zoom Library
5:00 – 6:30 pm CYRE Team Meeting - In
Person & Zoom Library
7:00 – 8:30 pm Building & Grounds
Meeting - Zoom

Thursday, December 4
10:45 am – 12:45 pm Music Together
Mountain Song Social Room
5:30 – 7:00 pm Anti-Racism Team
Meeting Library & Zoom
6:30 – 8:00 pm Choir Practice
Sanctuary

Friday, December 5
8:15 am – 12:45 pm Music Together
Mountain Song Social Room
12:00 – 2:00 pm Freethinkers in Person
Only Room 7

 



The Forum 
Sunday November 30, 2025 9:00-10:15 AM
IN- PERSON and on Zoom

Click here to join on Zoom.

Sunday Worship Service
Sunday November 30, 2025 11:00 AM
IN- PERSON and on Zoom

November Worship Services

Click here to join on Zoom.

POSTPONED! HOLIDAY STUFFING!

https://www.anchorageuuf.org/sundayonzoom
https://www.anchorageuuf.org/sundayonzoom


12:30 to 2 PM, SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2025
Dennis Arashiro

Stuffing envelopes, that is! After stuffing yourself on Thanksgiving and before stuffing your
stockings for Christmas, how about joining the Anti-Racism Team with the ACLU Prison
Project newsletter mailing? After the Worship Service from 12:30 to 2 PM, SUNDAY,
NOVEMBER 30, 2025, in the FELLOWSHIP SOCIAL ROOM, we will be stuffing and
addressing envelopes with the holiday season newsletter for those incarcerated in the
Alaska prison system.

Keep an eye out for a new date/ time to join.

A Message from Douglas Eby

At the May Business Meeting, the AUUF membership agreed to pass an ambitious budget
that kept all of our full-time and part-time staff employed, raised the pay for some
positions, and provided benefits for those closer to full time, despite not being able to
identify enough revenue to cover all of this. The plan was - and is - to attract enough new
people, create more rental payments for use of our facility, and optimize the one time
revenue categories (such as the Auction and WhaleCoast) - in large enough numbers to
cover the predicted $50-60,000 shortfall on a $475,000 budget. We did - and do - also
know that we have enough undesignated reserves to get us through one more year of
deficit spending if this did not all materialize. So…where are we with 1/3 of the fiscal year
completed? The good news is that WhaleCoast was solid, the Auction slightly exceeded
its ambitious $17,000 target, and our membership is giving their pledged amounts on
schedule. The bad news is that there has not been any significant increase in new people
who create new pledges or any real increase in facility-use rental payments. We do have
one person using the building more who will be paying us somewhat more beginning in
January. So - we have 7 months left to ‘up our efforts’ at sharing the wonderfulness of
AUUF, attracting new members as a result - and to share with others the opportunities for
paid use of our facility (weddings, funerals, celebrations, performances, etc.). It is
important that we each feel a sense of responsibility to help with this effort, and to
remember this need as we also consider our pledges in February for the next year. We
are a fabulous community of people, activities, passions, and advocacy with
potential appeal to more people living among us!



Carol ‘Til You Drop Holiday Sing-Along 2025
Dec 6th 4-6 pm

Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
2824 E 18th Ave, Anchorage, AK 99508

Come celebrate the season with AUUF at the Carol ‘Til You Drop Holiday Sing-
Along! Come capture that magical holiday feeling together. Caroling has a
history of being ruckus and reverent, Pagan, Christian and Secular. Like all
holidays, our celebrations are what we make them, and ours is about
community! Come be a part of a little nostalgia and sing old favorites, learn
new songs, and enjoy our own UU rendition of the caroling tradition! We’ll
have lyrics and musical accompaniment, all we need is you!

This is an all-ages event! Please reach out if you’d like to volunteer to play an
instrument. Bring wassail, wine, nog, holiday goodies or anything you’d like to
share!

Call AUUF at (907)248-3737 or James Dryden at 907-344-4995



AUUF Christmas Bazaar
AUUF Christmas Bazaar – December 7
Sponsored by the Green Sanctuary Committee

Get ready to shop with purpose! The AUUF Christmas Bazaar returns on Saturday,
December 7, offering a festive selection of gift-worthy treasures—all in support of a
brighter, greener future for our fellowship.

Donations Welcome!

We’re seeking new or gently used items that would make great holiday gifts. Please no
used clothing. Donations can be dropped off downstairs in Room 2 at the fellowship.
Items will be reviewed for suitability; anything not appropriate may be redirected to Value
Village or responsibly discarded.
Final Drop-Off Day: Saturday, December 6, 1–4 PM. The committee will also be setting up
during this time.

Why It Matters:
Proceeds from the Bazaar will help fund the installation of solar panels—a meaningful
step toward sustainability and stewardship.
Let’s celebrate the season with generosity and joy!

A message from your Endowment Fund
Committee
(Endow@AnchorageUUF.org)

A question we get asked as Endowment Fund Committee members is how large of a total
value does the national UUA office recommend our Endowment Fund be before
disbursement? AUUF’s goal for an initial possible disbursement was raised by a vote of
the congregation in 2022 from $250K to $500K, as adjusted for inflation. The UUA
recommendation is three times our annual budget. For AUUF this would mean a little over
$1 million. By setting the disbursement goal to this lower value, AUUF believes that some
benefit will occur sooner, while still creating a likely scenario of continued growth until the
$1 million mark is achieved.
Consider a tax-free Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) to the Endowment Fund when
making your final Required Minimum Distribution from eligible IRA accounts. QCD checks
must be processed before December 31st to qualify for the 2025 tax year. Talk to your
financial adviser soon!
The current balance of our Endowment Fund is $299,656, which includes a recent $1,000
member contribution. That leaves us just $344 shy of $300,000! Our committee
challenges you to make a contribution to the Fund to meet this goal. Are you up to the
challenge???

mailto:endow@AnchorageUUF.org


The Alliance is selling 2026 Calendars!
These special calendars feature photos of members of The Alliance and include the dates
of important AUUF events. This fundraiser supports programs and projects at AUUF. 
Calendars will be sold after the Forum and the Worship Service. 
The price is $30 and we can accept cash or checks only. Thank you! 
For more information contact Katherine Huffman or Linda McCool. 

AUUF Religious Exploration November &
December 2025 Updates

Click here to read.

Grades 10-12 OWL Registration is
now open

Our Whole Lives:
Sexuality Education for Grades 10‐12, 2nd edition
Our Whole Lives (OWL) values:
•Self-Worth
•Sexual Health
•Responsibility
•Justice and Inclusivity
OWL provides a safe setting for teens to explore their attitudes, values, and

https://mailchi.mp/3673136dd93e/auuf-re-updates-and-news-for-nov-dec-2025?e=d66f6d1242


beliefs about their own and others’ sexuality. This developmentally
appropriate, field-tested curriculum addresses important topics through
dialogue and engaging activities. It promotes decision-making informed by
accurate information and a foundation of personal values and life goals. 

Registration Deadline is Thursday, December 18

Click here to register.

Connections Team Needs Volunteers for Sunday
Hospitality in November!

Please consider signing up ahead of time to help make AUUF a warm and welcoming
community. We need greeters, zoom ushers and ESPECIALLY Social Hour volunteers to
keep our kitchen tidy and clean. If Connections ends up doing dishes all the time, they will
have a hard time staffing the welcome tables as they should be doing. Below is a link to
the Signup Genius which includes downloadable directions on what to do. All you need is
an email address and you will be sent an automatic reminder 2 days ahead of time.

﻿Thanks to all who continue to help! 

NOVEMBER HALF PORTION FOR SOCIAL
ACTION: ALASKA LITERACY PROGRAM

Dennis Arashiro

Our mission statement of changing lives through literacy extends into digital literacy,
health literacy, financial literacy, family literacy, and beyond. These are all areas of literacy
that improve self-sufficiency and empower individuals to achieve substantive improvement
in their well-being.

You can contribute in person at our Sunday services or online by visiting
anchorageuuf.org click on the Half-Portion note or Donate/ Pay at the bottom of the
home page. Enter your donation under “Half-Portion for Social Action." 

Go to anchorageuuf.org
Click on the Half-Portion note or Donate/ Pay

at the bottom of the home page.
Enter your donation under

“Half-Portion for Social Action”

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXFkzBe0wcRmeKOJY4jxV-MhsGvmLpDLWlKAZ92twqViIj6A/viewform
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4EA9AF2AABF94-60032518-november
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4EA9AF2AABF94-60032518-november
http://anchorageuuf.org/
http://anchorageuuf.org/


Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
2824 E. 18th Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99508

(907) 248-3737



Website

Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, (she/her), Minister,
RevLise@anchorageuuf.org, 907-248-3737 x2,
Office hours are usually Tu 11-3; Th and F 11-3, and by appointment

Jennifer Bluntach, (she/her), Director of Religious Exploration
DRE@anchorageuuf.org
Office hours usually are:
Sun 9am-11am, Tu 11am-3pm, Thu 11am-3pm, and by appointment

Esme Danner, (she/her), Congregational Administrator
Admin@AnchorageUUF.org, 907.248.3737 x.1
Office Hours Usually Mon-Thu 11am - 3 pm, Please call first.

Esme Danner, (she/her), Music Director
907-248-3737 x4, Music@anchorageuuf.org

Kelly Strycker, (she/her), Communications Specialist,
Communications@anchorageuuf.org
Kelly's remote office hours Mon, Tues, Wed, Friday 9 am - 1 pm. Thursday 7-9:30 am AK,
& 1:30-3:00 pm

Rebecca Bernard, (she/her), Affiliated Community Minister
RBernard.AK@gmail.com

Dan Norton, AV Coordinator
907-248-3737

Contact the Connections Team for more information on how to get involved:
Connections@anchorageuuf.org 

Share the Care Team: sharethecare@anchorageuuf.org

Connect with us
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