
 

SHIRLEY DICKENS TRIBUTE MEMORIAL TO STAN FISCHER 

The Dickens Tribute is a posthumous memorial.  In addition to the plaque, we put a 

tribute to each honoree on our web page.  We present a tribute to a person who 

meets one or more of the following criteria.  Recipients either: 

1. Gave extraordinary, long-term contributions of time and talent to AUUF 

over at least 10-15 years; 

2. Gave an extraordinary end-of-life or single financial contribution to the 

Fellowship; or  

3. Were a distinguished AUUF member who made extraordinary 

broader-community contributions. 

Previous honorees are Shirley Dickens, Bill Stilling, Macon Roberts, and Sylvia Short.  

This Fellowship continues to benefit from their generosity and leadership. 

This year we recognize Stan Fischer, and we do so with sorrow for the loss of this 

wonderful person to his family, his friends, and this Fellowship.  It is also with joy and 

gratitude for his legacy at AUUF.   To tell you more about that, I’m largely sharing 

words of people who nominated him, and want to especially thank John Blaine for 

helping put this together.  Here are some of John’s words: 

❖​“Stan Fischer was a community builder.  He started groups and then nurtured 

them for years.  He started a book club with Ruth Moulton back in the ’90’s 

that exists today; he started the Freethinkers and a hiking group, and he was 

instrumental in yet another group of men that still meets Friday mornings.    

 

He joined the Fellowship in 1982 when it was called the Log Cabin Church. 

 Over the next four decades, he was the glue that held people together, both 

UUs and others who joined groups that exist today because of his quiet 
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strength.  In a very real way, Stan was working against the isolation that social 

media has made so prevalent. 

 

John said, “I remember Stan asking my wife and I if we would host a Thursday 

night group where we would listen to lectures from The Great Courses 

program…and then take time for some discussion afterwards.  A sizable group 

would gather to watch and listen to a lecture and then discuss what we got 

out of it together. The group met for some fifteen years.” 

 

He was instrumental in starting a hiking group, the Forum, and a book club, 

back in the ‘90s.  The Forum and book club are alive and well 30 years later. 

 

Stan started something called the Secular Humanist Group that met at the 

Fellowship back when we were in the Turnagain building…it morphed into the 

Freethinkers which continues today.  The many people who have participated 

in Freethinkers over the decades have benefited from Stan’s initiative.  Come 

any Friday from noon to 2:00, and you, too will be part of this living legacy. 

 

Again, from John, “If Shirley Dickens was the personification of love, and Bill 

Stilling was someone who treasured AUUF but kept it mostly a secret until his 

death…if Macon Roberts was the kind of man who made each person he 

spoke with feel special, feel listened to…and if Sylvia Short was our own 

sweet and unsinkable diva and music patron, then Stan was the glue that kept 

it all together through some pretty difficult times.” 

 

Stan’s lifetime of service extended far beyond these walls.  Early in his career 

he worked in consumer protection advocacy as one of “Nader’s Raiders”, 

helped establish the Consumer Protection Section of the Alaska Attorney 

General’s Office, and worked his way up to heading the Anchorage AG’s office.   

After his first retirement, Stan earned a Master of Arts in teaching. He taught 

English to ESL and high school students in Anchorage and spent a summer 

teaching English in China.  
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From book groups to hiking groups, from classrooms and courtrooms to the 

great outdoors in Alaska and around the world, Stan’s was a life well-lived. 

 

As John Blaine concluded, “When I started thinking about writing a 

nominating letter for Stan, I realized that his extraordinary gift was in building 

community.  I thought that such a character trait sounded familiar, and I 

looked at the Seven Principles…Stan was the embodiment of those principles 

in his everyday life…. It’s worth looking at those Principles again and thinking 

how Stan took them out of some abstract notion and made them real.” 

I want to finish by noting that Stan was part of a wonderful team with his wife and 

fellow UU and community and education leader Jeanne Fischer.   
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