Today At Your Fellowship
Friday
December 3, 2021
This Sunday @ AUUF
Saturday 12/4/21
1-3 pm RE Winter Fest
Sunday 12/5/21
9 am Virtual Forum on Zoom
10:15 am RE Chalice Circle
(Online all the time)
11 am Sunday Worship Live at AUUF
1-3 pm COA M & M meeting
4-7 pm Sunday Chalice Circle on Zoom

Half Portion for Social Action for
December is Facing Foster Care in
Alaska.

Virtual Forum on Zoom
9 am December 5
Shall There Be a Constitutional Convention?
Former Attorney General Bruce Botelho
Click here to join on Zoom.
Click here for Speaker's Bio .

The Forum in December
We’ve enjoyed many excellent Forums throughout the year, and we’re looking forward to four
more in December to bring 2021 to a close.
This Sunday, December 5 , former Alaska Attorney General Bruce Botelho will talk with us
about one of the most important decisions facing Alaska voters in decades. When AUUF member
Vic Fisher and his fellow delegate wrote our state constitution, they included a clause requiring
that voters decide every ten years whether we should have a new constitutional
convention. This could affect everything from how we select our judges, the right to choose an
abortion, PFDs, and much much more.
On December 12, we’ll hear from Amanda Metivier. Amanda is the co-founder and board
member of Facing Foster Care in Alaska , the non-profit that is the Fellowship’s Half-Portion
recipient for December and which is doing underappreciated heroic work in our community.
On December 19, we’ll get to know Rev. Lise Adams Sherry better as the Fellowship heads
into the final stages of selecting our new minister in March. It may seem like “only yesterday” that
Rev. Lise joined us as AUUF’s contract minister while we completed the process of searching for
and hiring the right person to serve as our “settled” minister. It’s actually been a year and a half,
but that’s in “Covid years.” If you are among the many folks who haven’t gotten to spend as much
quality time with her as you would have in normal times, it’s not too late. She will talk with us
about the path that’s brought her here, and her theology , and answer your questions. For
those who mainly attend the Forum, this will be particularly useful, but everyone in the Fellowship
can take advantage of this opportunity to learn more about her.
To end the year, on December 26, we are excited and honored to have Alaska statesman, elder,
and Native activist Willie Hensley join us to mark the 50th anniversary of the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act. Willie will reflect on that achievement, and remember a number of those
who worked with him to bring into being this landmark law that reshaped Alaska.

11 am Sunday Worship Live at AUUF only
Blue Holidays With Rev. Lise & Worship Associate Marty Freeman
Holidays can be joyous and exciting. They can also be dreaded, sad and miserable, and that's
okay, too. Join us as we acknowledge the challenge of holidays and hopefully provide some
solace during this often difficult time.

December Worship Services
Dec. 12 Zoom online and Zoom "watch party" at AUUF
How the Grinch Stole Christmas
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Barb Clark
66 years ago, this delightful Dr. Seuss book aired on tv. How has this story shaped the meaning
of our holidays and how can we continue to renew its message in our contemporary times?
Dec. 19 Zoom online and Zoom "watch party" at AUUF
Multigenerational Solstice Service
Rebecca Bernard, Ministerial Intern; Rosene Beachy, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration
Here comes the sun! Join us as we celebrate the changing of the seasons and welcome more
light back into our midst.
Dec. 24 6 pm Zoom online
Christmas Eve Multigenerational Service
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Rosene Beachy, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration
It's time for the Christmas story and carols once again. Please join us as we honor the meaning
of this sacred myth. Don't forget your candles!
Dec. 26 Zoom online and Zoom "watch party" at AUUF
The Essential Jesus
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Michele Champion
So much has been written about this man who (supposedly) existed for a short time 2000 years
ago. We'll try to discern truth from the myth. What lessons might he continue to teach us?

Seasonal Services and Activities
Dec. 5, 11 am service: We'll also start decorating our Mitten Tree.
Dec. 18, 5-6:30 pm: Solstice Party outside at AUUF.
Dec. 19, 11 am service: Multigeneration Solstice Service (Zoom)
Dec. 24, evening: Christmas Eve Service (Zoom)

Change for Walk and Talk with Rev. Lise
Beginning immediately, walk and talk with Rev. Lise will be on the first and third Tuesdays of the
month at 2 pm. Please meet at AUUF ready to walk in all temperatures and weather. (if we really
think it's not walking weather we'll chat in the Fellowship).

Junior Youth Crafting Party
2:30-4:30 pm Saturday, Dec. 11 at AUUF
Moon-Spinners Crafting Party
Junior Youth, grades 6-8, please come join Jaime and Becca for an afternoon crafting
party next Saturday, Dec. 11, at AUUF! Make holiday decorations, play with art, and enjoy
some merriment as we get ready for the winter holidays together. We hope to see you
there! Questions? Feel free to email Becca at rbernard.ak@gmail.com.

Anti-Racism Team Corner
6:30 - 8 PM Tuesday, December 7, 2021
“ Mistakes and Miracles” group read and discussion - Chapter 3
Join on Zoom
Meeting ID: 960 6952 4601
Passcode: 218111
Dial by your location +1 346 248 7799
+1 646 558 8656
—————————————————
Alaska Black Caucus Community Conversation
BIPOC Unity: An Important Pathway Forward
Sunday, Dec. 5, 2021 7:00 - 8:00 PM
Join the Alaska Black Caucus and leaders in Anchorage’s communities of color to discuss unity.
Register now
_________________________
ANNOUNCING ANCSA@50:THE JOURNEY CONTINUES
A SERIES OF BROADCASTS TO COMMEMORATE THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LANDMARK LEGISLATION
With support from the Alaska Native Village Corporation Association (ANVCA), several
organizations teamed up to produce, ANCSA@50: The Journey Continues, a series of programs
to be aired over seven weeks, starting on Thursday, Nov. 4 through Thursday, Dec. 16,
culminating in a marathon re-broadcast on the actual date of the anniversary— Saturday, Dec.
18. Other contributors to the series include: KTOO, the Alaska Moving Image Preservation
Association (AMIPA), and the UAA/APU Consortium Library.
The series will air on the statewide KTOO 360TV channel on broadcast, cable, streaming
services and satellite television statewide. The service is broadcast over-the-air on digital TV
channels, including KAKM 7.3 in Anchorage, KUAC 9.9 in Fairbanks, KYUK 15.3 in Bethel and
KTOO 3.3 in Juneau. Home viewers with basic cable service see KTOO 360TV in 38 markets,
mostly on channel 15. The channel is also on Dish Network and AT&T’s DirecTV and on a fulltime channel on the
transmitters of the state’s rural television network, ARCS. You can also stream KTOO 360TV
online here.
DEC. 9, 8:00–10:00 PM
ANCSA Moments from the Archives (1968-2001)
Historic film & video documenting ANCSA from the Alaska Moving Image Preservation
Association (AMIPA). Includes film from a US Senate committee hearing on land claims in
Anchorage, and other recently discovered footage.

AUUF President’s Report
Peggy Robinson
There are some great things happening within the Fellowship as we continue to find our
path through this latest COVID-19 outbreak!
The Afghan Refugee Group is quite active with planning and implementing donations of
cash, gift cards, and winter clothing items for the incoming refugees. There are also
volunteer opportunities to help distribute donated items. Please contact Andee Cordano at
andeecordano@gmail.com or cell 907-350-6361 for more information and ways to help.
Our 11 am service is now on a schedule of the first Sunday of the month in-person only
and then the rest are Zoom, with “watch parties” in the sanctuary for those who wish to
come in person and watch on our large screens. This gives the AV volunteers a break
once a month while providing a 3-D experience for everyone else. We greet each other
during the Zoom chat rooms, do Joys and Sorrows with water and stones, and pass the

basket for the offering. Come join us! At the service on November 14, we had 5 new
visitors in person! Prior Sundays we’ve also had new people attending, curious to learn
more about us.
Click here to read the entire article.

Alaska Chamber Singers Annual Concert
7 pm December 10th
Alaska Chamber Singers will be premiering our annual Christmas concert on December 10th at 7
p.m. and I have attached a printable flyer that explains how you can connect with us virtually. It
would be greatly appreciated if you'd share this flyer with friends, family, co-workers and your
parishioners.

You can find all our programs by going to our website or finding us on
YouTube. You can also follow us on Facebook or Instagram for updates and
links to the virtual concerts; the link to our Christmas concert will be posted
shortly before the program begins - it can be shared widely and you can watch
our programs as often as you’d like whenever you prefer. Our virtual events
are free of charge.

Weatherization Now
AFACT member congregations, St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church, and Anchorage Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship are hosting a public
meeting with Senator Bill Wielechowski
and Representative Andy Josephson on
Thursday, December 9th from 7-8 pm over Zoom
to address energy efficiency and home
weatherization. Last spring, Governor Dunleavy
introduced a bill (HB 170, SB 123) that would
create a green bank in the state, which would
fund energy efficiency projects, including needed
home weatherization in our neighborhoods.
Reverend Lisa will be offering the opening
reflection, and the meeting will provide an
opportunity for public testimony. Please register
ASAP by clicking on the attached Zoom link so
that we can send a reminder email with the
embedded links.
Zoom link
Facebook page

“Giving connects two people, the giver and the receiver, and this connection
gives birth to a new sense of belonging.”
- Deepak Chopra

Mitten Tree for Refugees!
Imagine arriving in Alaska this winter without warm hats and gloves. What would you buy for your

children and yourself? Something to keep fingers and heads warm in these very cold
temperatures. Would you be willing to buy those things for our newly arrived Afghan refugee
neighbors? We would love to give them good quality cold-weather gear to make their adjustment
to life in Anchorage a bit easier. Please bring your good quality outerwear to the fellowship for this
year's much-needed Mitten Tree!
Thank you!!

Please vote for Half Portion recipients
Please visit the link below and pick 10 organizations to be the 2022 Half Portion recipients.
Click here to vote.
Thank you.

"Mission: JOY" film screening
and discussion
Thursday, December 2, 7:00 pm
Via Zoom, with Zoom watch party at AUUF, room to be
determined.
Our Soul Matters theme for the month of December is JOY... a
perfect theme for the season of solstice, new light, and winter
celebrations with loved ones! To kick off the month, the Healthy
Congregations Team is hosting a screening of the new film,
"Mission: JOY," which is being made available by Interfaith
Power & Light. The film is described below. IPL asks that
everyone who attends register separately, so if you plan to
attend, please RSVP to Becca Bernard at rbernard.ak@gmail.com to receive a registration
link and a zoom link.
Deeply moving and laugh-out-loud funny, Mission: JOY is a documentary with unprecedented
access to the unlikely friendship of two international icons who transcend religion: His Holiness
the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Tutu. In their final joint mission, these self-described mischievous
brothers give a master class in how to create joy in a world that was never easy for them. They
offer neuroscience-backed wisdom to help each of us live with more joy, despite circumstances.
Inspired by New York Times bestseller The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing
World, the film showcases the exchange between these two Nobel Peace Prize winners that led
to that book.

Half Portion for Social Action
for December is
Facing Foster Care in Alaska
Our mission is to improve the foster care system through
sharing our experiences, supporting and educating youth
and social services, and implementing positive change in
society as a whole.
Facing Foster Care in Alaska (FFCA) is a nonprofit
dedicated to improving the foster care system, developing
leadership skills among current and former foster youth, and creating a network of peer
support that is a lifeline for many foster youth and alumni.
FFCA provides foster youth and alumni opportunities to share lived-expertise about life in
foster care to raise community awareness, educate child welfare staff, and government

officials, and educate foster youth throughout Alaska about their rights, resources, and
opportunities to share their voice to promote change.
Founded in 2003 by a handful of foster youth and alumni, FFCA has grown to become the
state’s leading organization on foster care reform and networking and has received
national recognition. FFCA has touched the lives of hundreds of foster youth and alumni
across Alaska. FFCA members have worked to improve the foster care system on both a
state and national level through partnerships with state and private agencies, and youth
alumni networks.

Go to anchorageuuf.org
Click on the Half-Portion note
at the bottom of the home page.
Enter your donation under
“Half-Portion for Social Action”

Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship | (907) 248-3737
Minister, Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, 907-248-3737 x2, revlise@anchorageuuf.org
Office hours: Usually Tues, Th & Fri 10 am -- 2 pm
Gina Molletti Congregational Administrator, 907-248-3737 x1 admin@anchorageuuf.org
GIna's AUUF office hours are usually Mon-Thurs, 9 am - 1 pm
Please call before coming.
Kelly Spring, Communications Specialist, communications@anchorageuuf.org
Kelly's remote office hours Mon - Friday 9 am -1 pm
Megan Webb, Music Director, auufmusic@gmail.com

Rosene Beachy, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration, rbeachy@alaskalife.net
Office Hours –Monday and Thursday from 9 am - 4 pm
Rebecca Bernard, Ministerial Intern, 907-248-3737 x5, rbernard.ak@gmail.com
My office hours are usually Tuesdays 9 am-noon, 1-2 pm, and Wednesdays and Fridays 9
am-1 pm.
STAY CONNECTED


Visit our website



Service Podcasts

Donate Now

Today At Your Fellowship
Monday
December 6, 2021

This Week @ AUUF
Monday 12/6/21

Sunday 12/12/21

Tuesday 12/7/21
4:30 pm Forum Planning Meeting on
Zoom
6:30 Anti-Racism Team Book Club
Meeting on Zoom

9 am Virtual Forum on Zoom
10:15 am RE Chalice Circle
(Online all the time)
11 am Sunday Worship Live at AUUF

Wednesday 12/8/21
6 pm Safer Congregation Team Meeting
on Zoom
6 pm Afghan Refugee Meeting on Zoom
Thursday 12/9/21
5:30 pm Board Agenda Setting Meeting
on Zoom
6:00 pm Choir Rehearsal at AUUF

2:30 pm Worship Associate Meeting
Half Portion for Social Action for
December is Facing Foster Care in
Alaska.

Friday 12/10/21
12 pm Freethinkers on Zoom on Zoom
Saturday 12/11/21
2 pm Junior Youth Crafting Party at
AUUF

Seasonal Services and Activities
Dec. 18, 5-6:30 pm: Solstice Party outside at AUUF.
Dec. 19, 11 am service: Multigeneration Solstice Service (Zoom)
Dec. 24, evening: Christmas Eve Service (Zoom)

The Forum in December
We’ve enjoyed many excellent Forums throughout the year, and we’re looking forward to more in
December to bring 2021 to a close.
On December 12, we’ll hear from Amanda Metivier. Amanda is the co-founder and board
member of Facing Foster Care in Alaska , the non-profit that is the Fellowship’s Half-Portion
recipient for December and which is doing underappreciated heroic work in our community.
On December 19, we’ll get to know Rev. Lise Adams Sherry better as the Fellowship heads
into the final stages of selecting our new minister in March. It may seem like “only yesterday” that
Rev. Lise joined us as AUUF’s contract minister while we completed the process of searching for
and hiring the right person to serve as our “settled” minister. It’s actually been a year and a half,
but that’s in “Covid years.” If you are among the many folks who haven’t gotten to spend as much
quality time with her as you would have in normal times, it’s not too late. She will talk with us
about the path that’s brought her here, and her theology , and answer your questions. For
those who mainly attend the Forum, this will be particularly useful, but everyone in the Fellowship
can take advantage of this opportunity to learn more about her.
To end the year, on December 26, we are excited and honored to have Alaska statesman, elder,
and Native activist Willie Hensley join us to mark the 50th anniversary of the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act. Willie will reflect on that achievement, and remember a number of those
who worked with him to bring into being this landmark law that reshaped Alaska.

December Worship Services
Dec. 12 Zoom online and Zoom "watch party" at AUUF
How the Grinch Stole Christmas
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Barb Clark
66 years ago, this delightful Dr. Seuss book aired on tv. How has this story shaped the
meaning of our holidays and how can we continue to renew its message in our
contemporary times?
Dec. 19 Zoom online and Zoom "watch party" at AUUF
Multigenerational Solstice Service

Rebecca Bernard, Ministerial Intern; Rosene Beachy, Director of Lifespan Religious
Exploration
As the wheel of the year turns toward the longest night here in the north, we’ll welcome the
return of the light and celebrate the joy, beauty, and commitment that sustain us
through the long winter.
Dec. 24 6 pm Zoom online
Christmas Eve Multigenerational Service
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Rosene Beachy, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration
It's time for the Christmas story and carols once again. Please join us as we honor the
meaning of this sacred myth. Don't forget your candles!
Dec. 26 Zoom online and Zoom "watch party" at AUUF
The Essential Jesus
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Michele Champion
So much has been written about this man who (supposedly) existed for a short time 2000
years ago. We'll try to discern truth from the myth. What lessons might he continue to
teach us?

Freethinkers
12 Noon, December 10 on Zoom
Scare Tactics
by Cari Sayre
Click here to read the article.

THE CURB CUT EFFECT:
THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING
Dennis Arashiro
With the holiday season comes the joy of giving. The greatest gifts are the gifts that keep
on giving, where the joy goes beyond the giver and the receiver to everyone else. This is
seen in the curb cut effect. The replacement of high curbs at traffic intersections
throughout the nation with ramps are intended to open up our walkways to those in
wheelchairs, but the benefits go beyond that specifically targeted group. Parents with baby
strollers, workers with heavy carts, travelers wheeling luggage, skateboarders, and
inattentive pedestrians prone to tripping. Think of closed captioning for video viewing,
which targets the hearing impaired. It turns out that it doubles retention and
comprehension levels in the hearing population. It also makes sense of the mumbling in
Marlon Brando movies for us all.
We no longer need to worry about putting in curb cuts at intersections or introducing
closed captioning, but we can still give the gifts that keep on giving. The greatest gift is
access, tearing down the barriers to opportunity and participation. And not just for the
disabled. Think of tearing down the barriers to immigrants and refugees. Think of
Lewiston, Maine. Once an overwhelmingly white, aging, and declining community, it now
prospers and looks to a brighter future, because of the influx of Somali refugees and other
African immigrants, who have revitalized its business district and enriched its cultural life.
Think of other such communities throughout the country that are thriving because of
immigration. Think of Anchorage. The gift of welcoming borders is not just a gift to
newcomers: it's a gift to all of us.
So, think of the greatest gifts we can give. Think of the Half Portion for Social Action.
Think of the Alternative Gift Fair. Think of the AUUF Refugee Support Action Team. Think
of all the gifts that keep on giving. For Christmas. For Hanukkah. For Kwanzaa. For any
and all celebrations this season--except Festivus. Save your Airing of Grievances for
some other time.

Change for Walk and Talk with Rev. Lise
Beginning immediately, walk and talk with Rev. Lise will be on the first and third Tuesdays of the
month at 2 pm. Please meet at AUUF ready to walk in all temperatures and weather. (if we really
think it's not walking weather we'll chat in the Fellowship).

Anti-Racism Team Corner
6:30 - 8 PM Tuesday, December 7, 2021
“ Mistakes and Miracles” group read and discussion - Chapter 3
Join on Zoom
Meeting ID: 960 6952 4601
Passcode: 218111
Dial by your location +1 346 248 7799
+1 646 558 8656
—————————————————
ANNOUNCING ANCSA@50:THE JOURNEY CONTINUES
A SERIES OF BROADCASTS TO COMMEMORATE THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LANDMARK LEGISLATION
DEC. 9, 8:00–10:00 PM
With support from the Alaska Native Village Corporation Association (ANVCA), several
organizations teamed up to produce, ANCSA@50: The Journey Continues, a series of programs
to be aired over seven weeks, starting on Thursday, Nov. 4 through Thursday, Dec. 16,
culminating in a marathon re-broadcast on the actual date of the anniversary— Saturday, Dec.
18. Other contributors to the series include: KTOO, the Alaska Moving Image Preservation
Association (AMIPA), and the UAA/APU Consortium Library.
The series will air on the statewide KTOO 360TV channel on broadcast, cable, streaming
services, and satellite television statewide. The service is broadcast over the air on digital TV
channels, including KAKM 7.3 in Anchorage, KUAC 9.9 in Fairbanks, KYUK 15.3 in Bethel, and
KTOO 3.3 in Juneau. Home viewers with basic cable service see KTOO 360TV in 38 markets,
mostly on channel 15. The channel is also on Dish Network and AT&T’s DirecTV and on a fulltime channel on the transmitters of the state’s rural television network, ARCS. You can also
stream KTOO 360TV online here.
DEC. 9, 8:00–10:00 PM
ANCSA Moments from the Archives (1968-2001)
Historic film & video documenting ANCSA from the Alaska Moving Image Preservation
Association (AMIPA). Includes film from a US Senate committee hearing on land claims in
Anchorage, and other recently discovered footage.

Junior Youth Crafting Party
2:30-4:30 pm Saturday, Dec. 11 at AUUF
Moon-Spinners Crafting Party
Junior Youth, grades 6-8, please come join Jaime and Becca for an afternoon crafting
party next Saturday, Dec. 11, at AUUF! Make holiday decorations, play with art, and enjoy
some merriment as we get ready for the winter holidays together. We hope to see you
there! Questions? Feel free to email Becca at rbernard.ak@gmail.com.

Alaska Chamber Singers Annual Concert
7 pm December 10th

Alaska Chamber Singers will be premiering our annual Christmas concert on December 10th at 7
p.m. and I have attached a printable flyer that explains how you can connect with us virtually. It
would be greatly appreciated if you'd share this flyer with friends, family, co-workers and your
parishioners.

You can find all our programs by going to our website or finding us on
YouTube. You can also follow us on Facebook or Instagram for updates and
links to the virtual concerts; the link to our Christmas concert will be posted
shortly before the program begins - it can be shared widely and you can watch
our programs as often as you’d like whenever you prefer. Our virtual events
are free of charge.

Weatherization Now
7 pm December 9
AFACT member congregations, St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church, and Anchorage Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship are hosting a public
meeting with Senator Bill Wielechowski
and Representative Andy Josephson on
Thursday, December 9th from 7-8 pm over Zoom
to address energy efficiency and home
weatherization. Last spring, Governor Dunleavy
introduced a bill (HB 170, SB 123) that would
create a green bank in the state, which would
fund energy efficiency projects, including needed
home weatherization in our neighborhoods.
Reverend Lisa will be offering the opening
reflection, and the meeting will provide an
opportunity for public testimony. Please register
ASAP by clicking on the attached Zoom link so
that we can send a reminder email with the
embedded links.
Zoom link
Facebook page

“Giving brings happiness at every stage of its expression. We experience joy in forming
the intention to be generous; we experience joy in the actual act of giving something, and
we experience joy in remembering the fact we have given.”
-Lama Surya Das, quoting the Buddha

Half Portion for Social Action
for December is
Facing Foster Care in Alaska
Our mission is to improve the foster care system through
sharing our experiences, supporting and educating youth
and social services, and implementing positive change in
society as a whole.
Facing Foster Care in Alaska (FFCA) is a nonprofit dedicated to improving the foster care
system, developing leadership skills among current and former foster youth, and creating
a network of peer support that is a lifeline for many foster youth and alumni.

FFCA provides foster youth and alumni opportunities to share lived-expertise about life in
foster care to raise community awareness, educate child welfare staff, and government
officials, and educate foster youth throughout Alaska about their rights, resources, and
opportunities to share their voice to promote change.
Founded in 2003 by a handful of foster youth and alumni, FFCA has grown to become the
state’s leading organization on foster care reform and networking and has received
national recognition. FFCA has touched the lives of hundreds of foster youth and alumni
across Alaska. FFCA members have worked to improve the foster care system on both a
state and national level through partnerships with state and private agencies, and youth
alumni networks.

Go to anchorageuuf.org
Click on the Half-Portion note
at the bottom of the home page.
Enter your donation under
“Half-Portion for Social Action”

Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship | (907) 248-3737
Minister, Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, 907-248-3737 x2, revlise@anchorageuuf.org
Office hours: Usually Tues, Th & Fri 10 am -- 2 pm
Gina Molletti Congregational Administrator, 907-248-3737 x1 admin@anchorageuuf.org
GIna's AUUF office hours are usually Mon-Thurs, 9 am - 1 pm
Please call before coming.
Kelly Spring, Communications Specialist, communications@anchorageuuf.org
Kelly's remote office hours Mon - Friday 9 am -1 pm

Megan Webb, Music Director, auufmusic@gmail.com
Rosene Beachy, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration, rbeachy@alaskalife.net
Office Hours –Monday and Thursday from 9 am - 4 pm
Rebecca Bernard, Ministerial Intern, 907-248-3737 x5, rbernard.ak@gmail.com
My office hours are usually Tuesdays 9 am-noon, 1-2 pm, and Wednesdays and Fridays 9
am-1 pm.
STAY CONNECTED


Visit our website
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Today At Your Fellowship
Friday
December 10, 2021
This Sunday @ AUUF
Saturday 12/11/21
2:30 pm Junior Youth Crafting Party at
AUUF
Sunday 12/12/21

Half Portion for Social Action for
December is Facing Foster Care in
Alaska.

9 am Virtual Forum on Zoom
10:15 am RE Chalice Circle
(Online all the time)
11 am Sunday Worship
1-3 pm COA Activity off-site
2:30-4 pm Worship Associate Meeting
4-7 pm Sunday Chalice Circle

Seasonal Services and Activities
Dec. 18, 5-6:00 pm: Solstice Party outside at AUUF.
Dec. 19, 11 am service: Multigeneration Solstice Service (Zoom)
Dec. 24, 6 pm Christmas Eve Service (Zoom)

Virtual Forum
9 am Sunday, December 12
Click here to join on Zoom.
Click here for Speaker's bio.

Virtual Worship on Zoom & AUUF Watch Party
11 am Sunday, December 12
Click here to join on Zoom.

Upcoming Staff Holiday and no Religious
Exploration
AUUF Human Resources policies allow for staff to have paid holidays from Dec. 24
through January 31. (Thank you!) The Christmas Eve service, 6 pm, is exempt from this
holiday time. However, there will be no Religious Exploration classes on Sunday, Dec.

26. Rev. Lise will be available for emergencies and you can reach her at her
cell: 503.999.2061. Happy Holidays!

Communications Updates
Today at Your Fellowship publication infoPlease submit your article through the online portal at this link.
--Or visit our website homepage and click "submit an article," in the navy blue box on the
left side of the screen.
We publish TAYF on Monday & Friday. We reserved the right to edit, alter and or
abbreviate content for clarity & brevity. Lengthy articles may be abbreviated with a Click
here to read more link. Using this feature allows for every team's message to be viewed
without extensive scrolling.
TAYF Deadlines- If you'd like your article published in the Monday or Friday edition of
TAYF --The latest you can submit an article to be published is 9 am on the day of
publication.
Holiday TAYF Publishing
We will publish Holiday editions of TAYF on Dec 23 and 29th. The deadlines for articles to
be included in the holiday editions are Wed. Dec. 22, 9 am for Dec. 29; and Thursday,
Dec. 23, 9 am for Dec. 23. Regular publications will resume Monday, Jan. 2 (deadline 9
am that day)

Moon-Spinners Crafting Party
2:30-4:30 pm Saturday, Dec. 11 at AUUF
Junior Youth, grades 6-8, please come join Jaime and Becca for an afternoon crafting
party on Saturday, Dec. 11, at AUUF!
Make holiday decorations, play with art, and enjoy some merriment as we get ready for
the winter holidays together. We’ll be indoors for the most part, with at least one craft
activity outdoors – so come prepared for some outdoor time. If you’d like to bring some
holiday cookies to share with our hot cocoa, everyone would be happy!!
We hope to see you there! Questions? Feel free to email Becca at
rbernard.ak@gmail.com.
Thank you, and enjoy the snow!
Jaime and Becca

Solstice Spiral Walk and Contemplative Ritual
5-6 pm Saturday, December 18 at AUUF
You are warmly invited to participate in an outdoor contemplative ritual and Solstice
Spiral Walk at AUUF on Saturday, December 18, 5-6 pm. The two-part ritual, which
you’ll do at your own pace, is in two parts. to let go of things that no longer serve you
and your values, and one to call into your life more of that which will. Bring a special
candle and pen if you’d like, and we’ll have plenty available too. Questions? Please email
Becca at rbernard.ak@gmail.com.

The Alternative Gift Fair
Sunday, December 12 - Sunday, December 19
Once again, the Fellowship is having our annual Alternative Gift Fair for the holiday
season. There is no greater gift than one that expands the giving. There are those who are

dear to us who want nothing more than to make the world a better place. There are those
causes whose purposes are to do just that. When we consider just the right gift for the
special people in our lives, let's consider donating in their honor to the causes in the
Alternative Gift Fair.
From Sunday, December 12 to Sunday, December 19, please go online to see the many
organizations that could use our help in continuing their efforts to heal and brighten our
world. Click here and make our giving count.
Starts this Sunday and ends on Dec 19th. This is an event jointly sponsored by the Green
Sanctuary Committee and the Social Justice Committee.

What is a Fair Share for
You to Pledge?
by Marie Lundstrom
Stewardship Committee
Member pledges make up roughly three-fourths of
AUUF’s budgeted income. That’s what keeps us
going. The rest comes from fundraisers, rent, and
other sources. So every year we on the
Stewardship Committee fire up a campaign to encourage, ask, inform, cajole, dramatize,
and try creative ways to get members to pledge if they haven’t yet, or increase their
previous pledge. We get into our finest form in the New Year, but our campaign is now
underway. Our pitch is simple—we want you to pledge. It’s a matter of sharing the load—
neighbors caring about one another.
The big question each member household has to ask—and then answer—is:
What is my/our fair share of the load?
Most of us budget on a monthly basis and AUUF has created a clear Fair-Share
Contribution Guide with three simple steps to follow to figure an Adjusted Monthly Income,
Click here and insert appropriate pledge amounts. The accompanying chart shows
adjusted monthly and annual incomes, percentages, dollar amounts, and where you fit on
the giving scale—Supporter, Sustainer, Visionary, or Transformer. I found out that with my
small pledge increase this year, I’m at about 5% and would be a Visionary on that scale.
Another way to figure it is, to begin with, your annual income. This is what I do. Starting
with yearly income allows for once-a-year income payments like the PFD, and for me, farm
income. I go to the line on my income tax form that shows Adjusted Gross Income, take 10
% of that and divide it by 12. That gives me a monthly amount. If that doesn’t fit my
monthly budget, I dial down the percentage from 10% until the percentage generates a
monthly amount I can live with.
Whichever way you figure what your fair share of the load is, answering that question—
What is my/our fair share?—makes a big difference to AUUF!

AUUF Anti-Racism Corner
ALASKA BLACK CAUCUS Community Conversation
Sunday 12/12/21, 7:00 - 8:00 PM
Join the Alaska Black Caucus for a conversation focused on COVID-19 end-of-life care in the
BIPOC Community.
The Alaska Black Caucus is proud to present monthly Community Conversations focused on
topics related to COVID-19 impacts and health disparities in the BIPOC Community.
This program was supported by a grant awarded by the Municipality of Anchorage, Anchorage
Health Department. Register here
——————————————————————————
ANNOUNCING ANCSA@50:THE JOURNEY CONTINUES

A SERIES OF BROADCASTS TO COMMEMORATE THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LANDMARK LEGISLATION
With support from the Alaska Native Village Corporation Association (ANVCA), several
organizations teamed up to produce, ANCSA@50: The Journey Continues, a series of programs
to be aired over seven weeks, starting on Thursday, Nov. 4 through Thursday, Dec. 16,
culminating in a marathon re-broadcast on the actual date of the anniversary— Saturday, Dec.
18. Other contributors to the series include: KTOO, the Alaska Moving Image Preservation
Association (AMIPA), and the UAA/APU Consortium Library.
The series will air on the statewide KTOO 360TV channel on broadcast, cable, streaming
services and satellite television statewide. The service is broadcast over-the-air on digital TV
channels, including KAKM 7.3 in Anchorage, KUAC 9.9 in Fairbanks, KYUK 15.3 in Bethel and
KTOO 3.3 in Juneau. Home viewers with basic cable service see KTOO 360TV in 38 markets,
mostly on channel 15. The channel is also on Dish Network and AT&T’s DirecTV and on a fulltime channel on the
transmitters of the state’s rural television network, ARCS. You can also stream KTOO 360TV
online here.
DEC. 16, 8:00–10:00 PM
ANCSA: Caught in the Act – The Struggle (1987)
An Alaska Native Foundation production with Diane Benson talking of the struggles of the Alaska
Natives in the fight for ownership of their traditional land.
Thoughts on ‘The Struggle’ (2021)
Diane Benson and Alice Glenn in conversation.
Paddle Hard: ANCSA, Unity, and the Future (2021)
Willie Hensley addresses the 2021 Youth and Elders Conference.

Connections Team presents: Topia
7-8 pm Wednesday, December 29th
Have you heard of Topia? It’s a website that allows participants to connect in a virtual
world that simulates in-person gatherings with the use of an avatar and video chat. You
can choose who to talk with and where to explore, or even dance on the dancefloor. This
is an interface we would like to start incorporating in AUUF online events. Please come
join the connections team for a Topia Play Session on Dec 29th from 7-8 pm (you can
show up any time in this time range, for as long or short as you'd like).
Use this link and password to access the site.
Password is Connect2021
If you have any issues getting in, or want some step-by-step guidance with entering Topia,
there will also be a zoom room where we can help you get started. The link to zoom will be
on AUUF website calendar.

Podcast interview with AUUF member Victor
Fischer
Click here to listen.

Change for Walk and Talk with Rev. Lise
Beginning immediately, walk and talk with Rev. Lise will be on the first and third Tuesdays of the
month at 2 pm. Please meet at AUUF ready to walk in all temperatures and weather. (if we really
think it's not walking weather we'll chat in the Fellowship).

Alaska Chamber Singers Annual ConcertTONIGHT
7 pm December 10th
Alaska Chamber Singers will be premiering our annual Christmas concert on December
10th at 7 p.m.
You can find all our programs by going to our website or finding us on YouTube. You can
also follow us on Facebook or Instagram for updates and links to the virtual concerts; the
link to our Christmas concert will be posted shortly before the program begins - it can be
shared widely and you can watch our programs as often as you’d like whenever you
prefer. Our virtual events are free of charge.

Please donate to Catholic Social Services for
Afghan Refugees
AUUF is no longer accepting monetary donations for Afghan Refugees. Monetary
donations can be made directly to Catholic Social Services.
Or by mail:
Catholic Social Services
℅ Development Department

3710 East 20th Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99508
Please specify that you would like the money to go to RAIS.
We are still accepting donations of clothing items and winter gear at the AUUF building.
Thank you for all your generous contributions to the Afghan Refugee Assistance Program!

Half Portion for Social Action
for December is
Facing Foster Care in Alaska
Our mission is to improve the foster care system through
sharing our experiences, supporting and educating youth
and social services, and implementing positive change in
society as a whole.
Facing Foster Care in Alaska (FFCA) is a nonprofit dedicated to improving the foster care
system, developing leadership skills among current and former foster youth, and creating
a network of peer support that is a lifeline for many foster youth and alumni.
FFCA provides foster youth and alumni opportunities to share lived-expertise about life in
foster care to raise community awareness, educate child welfare staff, and government
officials, and educate foster youth throughout Alaska about their rights, resources, and
opportunities to share their voice to promote change.
Founded in 2003 by a handful of foster youth and alumni, FFCA has grown to become the
state’s leading organization on foster care reform and networking and has received
national recognition. FFCA has touched the lives of hundreds of foster youth and alumni
across Alaska. FFCA members have worked to improve the foster care system on both a
state and national level through partnerships with state and private agencies, and youth
alumni networks.

Go to anchorageuuf.org
Click on the Half-Portion note
at the bottom of the home page.
Enter your donation under
“Half-Portion for Social Action”

Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship | (907) 248-3737
Minister, Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, 907-248-3737 x2, revlise@anchorageuuf.org
Office hours: Usually Tues, Th & Fri 10 am -- 2 pm
Gina Molletti Congregational Administrator, 907-248-3737 x1 admin@anchorageuuf.org
GIna's AUUF office hours are usually Mon-Thurs, 9 am - 1 pm
Please call before coming.
Kelly Spring, Communications Specialist, communications@anchorageuuf.org
Kelly's remote office hours Mon - Friday 9 am -1 pm
Megan Webb, Music Director, auufmusic@gmail.com
Rosene Beachy, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration, rbeachy@alaskalife.net
Office Hours –Monday and Thursday from 9 am - 4 pm
Rebecca Bernard, Ministerial Intern, 907-248-3737 x5, rbernard.ak@gmail.com
Usually, Tuesdays 9 am-noon, 1-2 pm, and Wednesdays and Fridays 9 am-1 pm.
STAY CONNECTED
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Today At Your Fellowship
Monday
December 13, 2021

This Week @ AUUF
Monday 12/13/21
Tuesday 12/14/21
2 pm Hungry Book Club at AUUF
6 pm CYRE Team Meeting on Zoom

Saturday 12/18/21
5 pm Multigenerational Solstice Spiral
outside at AUUF
Sunday 12/19/21

Wednesday 12/15/21
6:30 pm Board of Directors Meeting on
Zoom

9 am Virtual Forum on Zoom
My Path, My Theology
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry

Thursday 12/16/21

10:15 am RE Chalice Circle

5:30 pm Anti-Racism Team Meeting on
Zoom
6 pm Choir Rehearsal at AUUF
Friday 12/17/21
12 pm Freethinkers on Zoom

(Online all the time)
11 am Virtual Sunday Worship on
Zoom and Zoom "watch party" at
AUUF
Multigenerational Solstice Service
Rebecca Bernard, Ministerial Intern;
Rosene Beachy, Director of Lifespan
Religious Exploration
12:30 pm The Alliance
4-7 pm Sunday Chalice Circle
Half Portion for Social Action for
December is Facing Foster Care in
Alaska.

Seasonal Services and Activities
Dec. 18, 5 pm: Solstice Party outside at AUUF.
Dec. 19, 11 am service: Multigeneration Solstice Service (Zoom)
Dec. 24, 6 pm Christmas Eve Service (Zoom)

Upcoming Staff Holiday and no Religious
Exploration
AUUF Human Resources policies allow for staff to have paid holidays from Dec. 24
through January 31. (Thank you!) The Christmas Eve service, 6 pm, is exempt from this
holiday time. However, there will be no Religious Exploration classes on Sunday, Dec.
26. Rev. Lise will be available for emergencies and you can reach her at her
cell: 503.999.2061. Happy Holidays!

Half Portion for Social Action: 2022 Schedule
From the Social Action Council
January- REFUGEE ASSISTANCE AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES
Early scheduling due to urgent need with the present influx of refugees
in Anchorage
February- PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES (PILOT)
Early scheduling to prepare for the presentation of payment to the Municipality
of Anchorage
March -ALASKA LITERACY PROGRAM
National Reading Month; National Read Across America Day, Wednesday,
March 2
April -CITIZENS CLIMATE EDUCATION
Earth Day, Friday, April 22
May -ALASKA SEEDS OF CHANGE
In preparation for the beginning of the growing season for the participants in this
youth empowerment program

June- ALASKA INNOCENCE PROJECT
Miranda v. Arizona, June 13, 1966, landmark Supreme Court decision protecting
Fifth Amendment right against self-incrimination and forced and compelled
confessions
July -PLANNED PARENTHOOD
Planned Parenthood et al v. State of Alaska, July 22, 2016, a victory for abortion
rights
August -ANCHORAGE FAITH & ACTION CONGREGATIONS TOGETHER (AFACT)
International Day Commemorating Victims of Acts of Violence Based on Religion
or Belief, Monday, August 22
September- FOOD BANK OF ALASKA
National Food Bank Day, Friday, September 2
October -ANCHORAGE COALITION TO END HOMELESSNESS
World Homeless Day, Monday, October 10
November -STANDING TOGETHER AGAINST RAPE (STAR)
International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women, Friday,
November 25
December- FACING FOSTER CARE IN ALASKA
In conjunction with the holiday season of giving
Many thanks to Carolyn Gove and Jay Reto for conducting the vote on 2022 recipients of
the Half Portion for Social Action. With the results of the vote of the Fellowship, the Social
Action Council prepared the following Half Portion schedule with explanations of the
monthly selections. Providing everyone the schedule now will allow for planning to
advance the causes we have chosen to support. Please give generously when the time
comes.

December update to Helping Newly Arriving
Afghan Evacuees
About 50 Afghan Evacuees are already situated in apartments in Anchorage with some now
working and their children going to school. They will require ongoing support over the next
several months as they become increasingly self-sufficient. There will be a need for drivers.
There are roughly another 50 evacuees, primarily from Afghanistan, scheduled to arrive over the
next few weeks. Thank you for all the backpacks, hats and mittens, and warm weather gear you
have given! We are currently seeking gift cards from Fred Meyer or Walmart, tea kettles, baking
sheets, ice grippers in sizes SML, waterproof watches for children and adults, clocks with ordinal
numbers, and two bicycles for heights 4’9” and 4’11”. If you have any of these items to donate,
please contact Teresa Zimmer or drop them at the fellowship with a notice to Teresa. You may
also drop them off at any time in the bins on the porch located at 2914 Dartmouth Drive.
If you are interested in volunteering with evacuees from Afghanistan through the RAIS Program,
you can go to CSS Alaska, click on Get Involved, Volunteer, See Volunteer Opportunities, and
from there Submit Volunteer Application. Some of the volunteer opportunities require a
background check completed by CSS. You can donate (about $20) to cover the cost if you would
like. If you would like to volunteer as a driver, please note that in your volunteer application. If you
are volunteering as a driver, you should also go to Online DMV to request a PDF copy of your
driving record. The cost is $10, and you will need to provide your driver’s license and social
security numbers.
Many people in Anchorage are currently volunteering through the RAIS program to be on moving
day teams and to fill or restock a refrigerator and pantry from a provided shopping list. The family
mentor volunteer program which they hope to organize in early January will require meeting with
your assigned family or person at least once a week for 6 months, with the objective of
establishing a supportive and trustworthy relationship to help them attain self-sufficiency. If you

are interested in any of their many volunteer positions, you may want to look at their website and
complete a volunteer application with CSS/RAIS now.
Feel free to contact Teresa Zimmer if you are choosing to get involved or have questions, so we
can inform and support you.
Thank you all for your ongoing support.

Joys & Sorrows
From Sunday Worship Dec 12
From Ruth Greenwood: I’m cat sitting, so for the first time in a
long time, I’m sitting with a cat on my lap. Joy.
From Rev. Lise:
A sorrow for Geisel was that his first wife died by suicide in
1968. He did remarry and was happily married until his death.
Lucinda Kinard: We had a lovely winter interlude with Alice and
Elizabeth of palmer Wasilla at the colony Christmas fest and a warm and delicious dinner and visit
after at Alice's home Saturday.
From Andrea: Joy: friendly mew neighbors and kids for Bodhi to play outside with every day!
From Joan Frankevich: Last night my husband and heard an Irish band at the PAC. (our first time
out in ages.) The music filled my soul with Joy.
From Andrea: Concern for the foster care needs in Alaska
From Silver HJellene: My joy is being here for this service and the loving messages
From Peggy: Joy - Ushering yesterday afternoon at the PAC for the Nutcracker. Seeing all the
children in Anchorage who have been dancing and their opportunity to perform. Having COVID
cases low enough that almost all the seats were filled, with masked people enjoying the show.

Freethinkers on Zoom
12 pm Friday, December 17
Click here to read the article.

Solstice Spiral Walk and
Contemplative Ritual
5-6 pm Saturday, December 18 at AUUF
You are warmly invited to participate in an outdoor
contemplative ritual and Solstice Spiral Walk at AUUF on
Saturday, December 18, 5-6 pm. The two-part ritual, which
you’ll do at your own pace, is in two parts. to let go of
things that no longer serve you and your values, and one to call into your life more of that
which will. Bring a special candle and pen if you’d like, and we’ll have plenty available too.
Questions? Please email Becca at rbernard.ak@gmail.com.

The Alternative Gift Fair

Sunday, December 12 - Sunday, December 19
Once again, the Fellowship is having our annual Alternative Gift Fair for the holiday
season. There is no greater gift than one that expands the giving. There are those who are
dear to us who want nothing more than to make the world a better place. There are those
causes whose purposes are to do just that. When we consider just the right gift for the
special people in our lives, let's consider donating in their honor to the causes in the
Alternative Gift Fair.
From Sunday, December 12 to Sunday, December 19, please go online to see the many
organizations that could use our help in continuing their efforts to heal and brighten our
world. Click here and make our giving count.
Starts this Sunday and ends on Dec 19th. This is an event jointly sponsored by the Green
Sanctuary Committee and the Social Justice Committee.

Connections Team presents: Topia
7-8 pm Wednesday, December 29th
Have you heard of Topia? It’s a website that allows participants to connect in a virtual
world that simulates in-person gatherings with the use of an avatar and video chat. You
can choose who to talk with and where to explore, or even dance on the dancefloor. This
is an interface we would like to start incorporating in AUUF online events. Please come
join the connections team for a Topia Play Session on Dec 29th from 7-8 pm (you can
show up any time in this time range, for as long or short as you'd like).
Use this link and password to access the site.
Password is Connect2021
If you have any issues getting in, or want some step-by-step guidance with entering Topia,
there will also be a zoom room where we can help you get started. The link to zoom will be
on AUUF website calendar.

AUUF Anti-Racism Corner
ANNOUNCING ANCSA@50:THE JOURNEY CONTINUES
A SERIES OF BROADCASTS TO COMMEMORATE THE 50th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
LANDMARK LEGISLATION
With support from the Alaska Native Village Corporation Association (ANVCA), several
organizations teamed up to produce, ANCSA@50: The Journey Continues, a series of programs
to be aired over seven weeks, starting on Thursday, Nov. 4 through Thursday, Dec. 16,
culminating in a marathon re-broadcast on the actual date of the anniversary— Saturday, Dec.
18. Other contributors to the series include KTOO, the Alaska Moving Image Preservation
Association (AMIPA), and the UAA/APU Consortium Library.
The series will air on the statewide KTOO 360TV channel on broadcast, cable, streaming
services, and satellite television statewide. The service is broadcast over the air on digital TV
channels, including KAKM 7.3 in Anchorage, KUAC 9.9 in Fairbanks, KYUK 15.3 in Bethel, and
KTOO 3.3 in Juneau. Home viewers with basic cable service see KTOO 360TV in 38 markets,
mostly on channel 15. The channel is also on Dish Network and AT&T’s DirecTV and on a fulltime channel on the transmitters of the state’s rural television network, ARCS. You can also
stream KTOO 360TV online here.
DEC. 16, 8:00–10:00 PM
ANCSA: Caught in the Act – The Struggle (1987)
An Alaska Native Foundation production with Diane Benson talking of the struggles of the Alaska
Natives in the fight for ownership of their traditional land.
Thoughts on ‘The Struggle’ (2021)
Diane Benson and Alice Glenn in conversation.
Paddle Hard: ANCSA, Unity, and the Future (2021)

Willie Hensley addresses the 2021 Youth and Elders Conference.

Communications Updates
Today at Your Fellowship publication infoPlease submit your article through the online portal at this link.
--Or visit our website homepage and click "submit an article," in the navy blue box on the
left side of the screen.
We publish TAYF on Monday & Friday. We reserved the right to edit, alter and or
abbreviate content for clarity & brevity. Lengthy articles may be abbreviated with a Click
here to read more link. Using this feature allows for every team's message to be viewed
without extensive scrolling.
TAYF Deadlines- If you'd like your article published in the Monday or Friday edition of
TAYF --The latest you can submit an article to be published is 9 am on the day of
publication.
Holiday TAYF Publishing
We will publish Holiday editions of TAYF on Dec 23 and 29th. The deadlines for articles to
be included in the holiday editions are Wed. Dec. 22, 9 am for Dec. 29; and Thursday,
Dec. 23, 9 am for Dec. 23. Regular publications will resume Monday, Jan. 2 (deadline 9
am that day)

What is a Fair Share for
You to Pledge?
by Marie Lundstrom
Stewardship Committee
Member pledges make up roughly three-fourths of
AUUF’s budgeted income. That’s what keeps us
going. The rest comes from fundraisers, rent, and
other sources. So every year we on the
Stewardship Committee fire up a campaign to encourage, ask, inform, cajole, dramatize,
and try creative ways to get members to pledge if they haven’t yet, or increase their
previous pledge. We get into our finest form in the New Year, but our campaign is now
underway. Our pitch is simple—we want you to pledge. It’s a matter of sharing the load—
neighbors caring about one another.
The big question each member household has to ask—and then answer—is:
What is my/our fair share of the load?
Most of us budget on a monthly basis and AUUF has created a clear Fair-Share
Contribution Guide with three simple steps to follow to figure an Adjusted Monthly Income,
Click here and insert appropriate pledge amounts. The accompanying chart shows
adjusted monthly and annual incomes, percentages, dollar amounts, and where you fit on
the giving scale—Supporter, Sustainer, Visionary, or Transformer. I found out that with my
small pledge increase this year, I’m at about 5% and would be a Visionary on that scale.
Another way to figure it is, to begin with, your annual income. This is what I do. Starting
with yearly income allows for once-a-year income payments like the PFD, and for me, farm
income. I go to the line on my income tax form that shows Adjusted Gross Income, take 10
% of that and divide it by 12. That gives me a monthly amount. If that doesn’t fit my
monthly budget, I dial down the percentage from 10% until the percentage generates a
monthly amount I can live with.
Whichever way you figure what your fair share of the load is, answering that question—
What is my/our fair share?—makes a big difference to AUUF!

Podcast interview with AUUF member Victor
Fischer
Click here to listen.

Change for Walk and Talk with Rev. Lise
Beginning immediately, walk and talk with Rev. Lise will be on the first and third Tuesdays of the
month at 2 pm. Please meet at AUUF ready to walk in all temperatures and weather. (if we really
think it's not walking weather we'll chat in the Fellowship).

SWIM 2021
Registration open
SWIM is a week (December 27 – January 1) of
virtual UU fun, fellowship, and growth with
workshops, concerts, and special events. SWIM
is an intentional, inter-generational community of
Unitarian Universalists and friends, including
awesome people like YOU! We normally gather
in South Florida in December but will again meet
virtually in 2021. For further information and to
register, visit SWIMUU.org

Half Portion for Social Action
for December is
Facing Foster Care in Alaska
Our mission is to improve the foster care system through
sharing our experiences, supporting and educating youth
and social services, and implementing positive change in
society as a whole.
Facing Foster Care in Alaska (FFCA) is a nonprofit dedicated to improving the foster care
system, developing leadership skills among current and former foster youth, and creating
a network of peer support that is a lifeline for many foster youth and alumni.
FFCA provides foster youth and alumni opportunities to share lived-expertise about life in
foster care to raise community awareness, educate child welfare staff, and government
officials, and educate foster youth throughout Alaska about their rights, resources, and
opportunities to share their voice to promote change.
Founded in 2003 by a handful of foster youth and alumni, FFCA has grown to become the
state’s leading organization on foster care reform and networking and has received
national recognition. FFCA has touched the lives of hundreds of foster youth and alumni
across Alaska. FFCA members have worked to improve the foster care system on both a
state and national level through partnerships with state and private agencies, and youth
alumni networks.

Go to anchorageuuf.org
Click on the Half-Portion note
at the bottom of the home page.
Enter your donation under
“Half-Portion for Social Action”

Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship | (907) 248-3737
Minister, Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, 907-248-3737 x2, revlise@anchorageuuf.org
Office hours: Usually Tues, Th & Fri 10 am -- 2 pm
Gina Molletti Congregational Administrator, 907-248-3737 x1 admin@anchorageuuf.org
GIna's AUUF office hours are usually Mon-Thurs, 9 am - 1 pm
Please call before coming.
Kelly Spring, Communications Specialist, communications@anchorageuuf.org
Kelly's remote office hours Mon - Friday 9 am -1 pm
Megan Webb, Music Director, auufmusic@gmail.com
Rosene Beachy, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration, rbeachy@alaskalife.net
Office Hours –Monday and Thursday from 9 am - 4 pm
Rebecca Bernard, Ministerial Intern, 907-248-3737 x5, rbernard.ak@gmail.com
Usually, Tuesdays 9 am-noon, 1-2 pm, and Wednesdays and Fridays 9 am-1 pm.
STAY CONNECTED


Visit our website



Service Podcasts

Donate Now

Today At Your Fellowship
Friday
December 17, 2021
This Sunday @ AUUF
Saturday 12/18/21
5 pm Winter Solstice Spiral outside at
AUUF
Half Portion for Social Action for
December is Facing Foster Care in
Alaska.

Sunday 12/19/21
9 am Virtual Forum on Zoom
10:15 am RE Chalice Circle
(Online all the time)
11 am Virtual Sunday Worship on
Zoom and Zoom "watch party" at
AUUF
12:30 pm The Alliance
4-7 pm Sunday Chalice Circle

Seasonal Services and Activities
Dec. 18, 5 pm: Solstice Party outside at AUUF.
Dec. 19, 11 am service: Winter Solstice Service (Zoom)
Dec. 24, 6 pm Christmas Eve Service (Zoom link on the AUUF website calendar)

Solstice Spiral Walk and
Contemplative Ritual
5-6 pm Saturday, December 18 at AUUF
You are warmly invited to participate in an outdoor
contemplative ritual and Solstice Spiral Walk at AUUF on

Saturday, December 18, 5-6 pm. The two-part ritual, which you’ll do at your own pace, is
in two parts. to let go of things that no longer serve you and your values, and one to call
into your life more of that which will. Bring a special candle and pen if you’d like, and we’ll
have plenty available too. Questions? Please email Becca at rbernard.ak@gmail.com.

Religious Exploration News
5:00 – 6:00 pm SATURDAY - DECEMBER 18 - SOLSTICE SPIRAL WALK
Gather to celebrate the Solstice. We'll gather outside at the Fellowship for the Solstice
Spiral, caroling, cookies. The Solstice Spiral walk represents the return of the light!
The shortest day of the year is Solstice where we have reached a turning point and the
days begin to lengthen again, the daylight increases. Nature will begin very slowly to
reawaken. The days start to get longer and the promise of spring is real.
The spiral image can be found in all cultures. The spiral is often associated with the cycle
of rebirth, time, and seasons. As we spiral inward through the evergreen walk it represents
moving towards and through autumn, where the days grow shorter. The very center of the
spiral symbolizes winter solstice: the darkest time of the year. Here we pause at the center
before we spiral back outward through spring toward the summer solstice. The journey
through the spiral also represents an inner journey to find your own “light” within. In the
very center of ourselves, we discover our own beauty, strength, insight, and gifts that we
offer the world. We then turn from this discovery within and carry our gifts of radiance back
out into the world.
You are welcome to bring cookies to share, and also mittens to add to our tree.

Virtual Forum
9 am Sunday, December 19
My Path, My Theology
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry
Click here to join on Zoom.
Click here for Speaker's Bio.

Virtual Sunday Worship on Zoom &
Zoom "watch party" at AUUF
11 am Sunday, December 19
Rebecca Bernard, Ministerial Intern, and Rosene Beachy, DYRE
As the wheel of the year turns toward the longest night here in the north, we’ll welcome
the return of the light and celebrate the joy, beauty, and commitment that sustain us
through the long winter.
Click here to join on Zoom.

Walk and Talk with Rev. Lise
2 pm Tuesday, December 21
Join Rev. Lise for a walk and talk Tuesday, Dec. 21 at 2 pm. Meet her at the Fellowship. If it's
really cold, we'll decide by group consensus to stay inside and chat. Rev. Lise invites you to walk
with her on the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 2 pm.

Christmas Eve Zoom
6–7:00 pm Friday, December 24
We invite families to read a poem stanza together from “Amazing Peace” by Maya
Angelou and light a family candle. We will send you the script. contact Rosene, or Rev.
Lise to participate. Find your candles from last year for our traditional candle light closing,
or collect a new one at the Solstice event on the 18th.

Our Ministerial Call Committee Wants to Hear
from You!
AUUF's ministry has been in transition -- without a called minister -- for four years now,
since Rev. Gary Holthouse left in December 2017. Rev. Shelley Page served for two and
a half years as an interim minister (January 2018 - June 2020). Rev. Lise Sherry has
served as a contract minister since August 2020.
The AUUF Board has decided that now is a good time for the congregation to consider

whether to call Rev. Lise to continue serving AUUF as its called minister.
The Board appointed our Ministerial Call Committee (MCC) to engage with the AUUF
membership to determine whether the membership wants to call Rev. Lise.
Our MCC is soliciting your views and is available to answer your questions. This
questionnaire asks how you'd like to be part of the conversation -- potentially at a
meeting, in a one-on-one listening session, electronically, or perhaps in more than one
way. Please answer the questionnaire as soon as you can.
We will be asking folks five key questions. You can answer them electronically in the
questionnaire, if you want to, or just view them to start your thinking.
The MCC's goal is to hear from everyone who wants to be heard between now and the
end of January 2022.
Your input (which will be kept confidential) will be provided in summary form to the Board
and to Rev. Lise, and will help them decide whether to hold a congregational meeting in
March 2022 at which the congregation would be asked to vote on whether to call Rev.
Lise.
Please get involved and be part of the conversation. Let us hear from you soon!
Dennis Arashiro, John Blaine, George Bryson, Andrew Gray, Mara Hill, Cady Lynn
O'Brien, Susan Orlansky, Carma Reed, Cari Sayre

Staff Holiday Dates Corrected
Some of you may have noticed that I tried to claim over 5 weeks of paid holiday for our
staff in the last two issues of TAYF. I mistakenly wrote that our holidays are from Dec. 24
through JANUARY 31. Oops! Hopefully, folks got a giggle from my mistake rather than
shock and alarm. As you may have guessed, we have paid holidays on the weekdays from
December 24 through DECEMBER 31. We're thankful for these holidays, too.
The rest of the announcement was correct: No RE on December 26 and I will be available
for emergencies at cell: 503.999.2061
Warm regards, Rev. Lise
Happy Holidays!

The Alternative Gift Fair
Sunday, December 12 - Sunday, December 19
Once again, the Fellowship is having our annual Alternative Gift Fair for the holiday
season. There is no greater gift than one that expands the giving. There are those who are
dear to us who want nothing more than to make the world a better place. There are those
causes whose purposes are to do just that. When we consider just the right gift for the
special people in our lives, let's consider donating in their honor to the causes in the
Alternative Gift Fair.
From Sunday, December 12 to Sunday, December 19, please go online to see the many
organizations that could use our help in continuing their efforts to heal and brighten our
world. Click here and make our giving count.
Starts this Sunday and ends on Dec 19th. This is an event jointly sponsored by the Green
Sanctuary Committee and the Social Justice Committee.

Half Portion for Social Action: 2022 Schedule
From the Social Action Council
January- REFUGEE ASSISTANCE AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES
February- PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES (PILOT)
Early scheduling to prepare for the presentation of payment to the Municipality
of Anchorage
Click here to read the entire list.
Many thanks to Carolyn Gove and Jay Reto for conducting the vote on 2022 recipients of
the Half Portion for Social Action. With the results of the vote of the Fellowship, the Social
Action Council prepared the following Half Portion schedule with explanations of the
monthly selections. Providing everyone the schedule now will allow for planning to
advance the causes we have chosen to support. Please give generously when the time
comes.

Fireside Chat postponed until January
The Fireside Chat on Zoom, sponsored by the AUUF Connections Team, has been canceled for
December. We will start up this informal gathering again on January 12th at 6:30 p.m. and
continue hosting it every 2nd Wednesday thereafter, until warmer weather ensues. Watch for
reminders and links in future TAYF emails. Meanwhile, you might want to check out the “Topia”
we’re introducing on Dec. 29th, for a totally new way to connect!

Connections Team presents: Topia
7-8 pm Wednesday, December 29th
Have you heard of Topia? It’s a website that allows participants to connect in a virtual
world that simulates in-person gatherings with the use of an avatar and video chat. You
can choose who to talk with and where to explore, or even dance on the dancefloor. This
is an interface we would like to start incorporating in AUUF online events. Please come
join the connections team for a Topia Play Session on Dec 29th from 7-8 pm (you can
show up any time in this time range, for as long or short as you'd like).
Use this link and password to access the site.
Password is Connect2021
If you have any issues getting in, or want some step-by-step guidance with entering Topia,
there will also be a zoom room where we can help you get started. The link to zoom will be
on AUUF website calendar.

SWIM 2021
Registration open
SWIM is a week (December 27 – January 1) of
virtual UU fun, fellowship, and growth with
workshops, concerts, and special events. SWIM
is an intentional, inter-generational community of
Unitarian Universalists and friends, including
awesome people like YOU! We normally gather
in South Florida in December but will again meet
virtually in 2021. For further information and to
register, visit SWIMUU.org

Communications Updates
Today at Your Fellowship publication infoPlease submit your article through the online portal at this link.
--Or visit our website homepage and click "submit an article," in the navy blue box on the
left side of the screen.
We publish TAYF on Monday & Friday. We reserved the right to edit, alter and or
abbreviate content for clarity & brevity. Lengthy articles may be abbreviated with a Click
here to read more link. Using this feature allows for every team's message to be viewed
without extensive scrolling.
TAYF Deadlines- If you'd like your article published in the Monday or Friday edition of
TAYF --The latest you can submit an article to be published is 9 am on the day of
publication.
Holiday TAYF Publishing
We will publish Holiday editions of TAYF on Dec 23 and 29th. The deadlines for articles to
be included in the holiday editions are Wed. Dec. 22, 9 am for Dec. 29; and Thursday,
Dec. 23, 9 am for Dec. 23. Regular publications will resume Monday, Jan. 2 (deadline 9
am that day)

Half Portion for Social Action
for December is
Facing Foster Care in Alaska
Our mission is to improve the foster care system through
sharing our experiences, supporting and educating youth
and social services, and implementing positive change in
society as a whole.
Facing Foster Care in Alaska (FFCA) is a nonprofit dedicated to improving the foster care
system, developing leadership skills among current and former foster youth, and creating
a network of peer support that is a lifeline for many foster youth and alumni.
FFCA provides foster youth and alumni opportunities to share lived-expertise about life in
foster care to raise community awareness, educate child welfare staff, and government
officials, and educate foster youth throughout Alaska about their rights, resources, and
opportunities to share their voice to promote change.
Founded in 2003 by a handful of foster youth and alumni, FFCA has grown to become the
state’s leading organization on foster care reform and networking and has received

national recognition. FFCA has touched the lives of hundreds of foster youth and alumni
across Alaska. FFCA members have worked to improve the foster care system on both a
state and national level through partnerships with state and private agencies, and youth
alumni networks.

Go to anchorageuuf.org
Click on the Half-Portion note
at the bottom of the home page.
Enter your donation under
“Half-Portion for Social Action”

Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship | (907) 248-3737
Minister, Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, 907-248-3737 x2, revlise@anchorageuuf.org
Office hours: Usually Tues, Th & Fri 10 am -- 2 pm
Gina Molletti Congregational Administrator, 907-248-3737 x1 admin@anchorageuuf.org
GIna's AUUF office hours are usually Mon-Thurs, 9 am - 1 pm
Please call before coming.
Kelly Spring, Communications Specialist, communications@anchorageuuf.org
Kelly's remote office hours Mon - Friday 9 am -1 pm
Megan Webb, Music Director, auufmusic@gmail.com
Rosene Beachy, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration, rbeachy@alaskalife.net
Office Hours –Monday and Thursday from 9 am - 4 pm
Rebecca Bernard, Ministerial Intern, 907-248-3737 x5, rbernard.ak@gmail.com

Usually, Tuesdays 9 am-noon, 1-2 pm, and Wednesdays and Fridays 9 am-1 pm.
STAY CONNECTED


Visit our website



Service Podcasts

Donate Now

Today At Your Fellowship
Monday
December 20, 2021

This Week @ AUUF
Monday 12/20/21

Sunday 12/26/21

Tuesday 12/21/21
2 pm Walk and Talk with Rev. Lise
Wednesday 12/22/21

9 am Virtual Forum on Zoom
How the AK Native Claims Settlement Act
Evolved: The Issues and Personalities
Willie Hensley, Alaska Statesman & Elder

Thursday 12/23/21
6:30 pm Pastoral Care Meeting

10:15 am RE Chalice Circle
(Online all the time)

Friday 12/24/21
12 pm Freethinkers on Zoom

11 am Virtual Sunday Worship on
Zoom and Zoom "watch party" at

6 pm Christmas Eve Service on Zoom
(Zoom link on the AUUF website
calendar)

AUUF
The Essential Jesus
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Michele
Champion

Saturday 12/25/21

4-7 pm Sunday Chalice Circle
Half Portion for Social Action for
December is Facing Foster Care in
Alaska.

January recipient of the Half Portion for Social
Action -Catholic Social Services Refugee
Assistance & Immigration Services (RAIS)
Catholic Social Services Refugee Assistance & Immigration Services (RAIS) provides a
bridge for refugees (individuals who have had to flee their countries of origin due to the
tragedies of persecution and war) from their former life experiences to the new skills
required for success in the United States. Through a focus on economic self-sufficiency,
community integration, and respect for unique cultures, history, and traditions, RAIS
creates an environment of compassion and encouragement for refugees to flourish. RAIS
accomplishes this through multiple programs, Reception & Placement which welcomes
new refugee arrivals, comprehensive and intensive case management, education &
employment services, health programming, and an agricultural program.
Currently, RAIS is serving over 500 clients from 31 different countries. Our caseload
includes refugees, asylees, Cuban entrants, Afghan evacuees, and Victims of Trafficking.
Since October 1, 2021, RAIS has welcomed 75 Afghans and 8 refugees. RAIS anticipates
welcoming another 30 Afghans as well as more than 100 refugees in FY 22. Thanks to
community support arrivals are being provided food, housing items, winter clothing, and
more upon arrival. Monetary donations are supporting clients' immediate needs such as
medication, rental assistance, work clothing and tools, and more. The best way to help is
to reach out to Nick Leone, nleone@cssalaska.org who can share our greatest need at
the time.
Thanks for supporting RAIS!

A Pledge is a Promise
by Marie Lundstrom
Stewardship Committee
A pledge is a promise to do something. As it
works in AUUF, when we become members, we
make a commitment, a promise, to support our
AUUF neighbors, our community. We expect to
give time and talent to committees, teams,
board, RE, programs, welcoming refugees,
worship services, the Forum, choir, social justice actions—all the parts of our AUUF
community where our special interests lie, and our capabilities can be used and
appreciated. But AUUF can’t run without money.
Your household won’t run without money. Our city and state won’t operate without money.
Our world runs on money, as crass as that truth is. As AUUF members, we expect to give

money on a regular basis, not just in the baskets at Sunday morning services, half of
which we give to deserving groups toward social justice, but month-by-month during the
year through pledges. Our member pledges of money are three-quarters of our AUUF
budget. It’s the backbone of our fellowship.
We members pledge to keep that backbone strong, and AUUF depends on our promise.
And when our costs to run AUUF increase, whether, through inflation or a broken furnace,
or a new program of social action, we members need to increase our pledges. Once you
decide what your household can afford to give each month, you can go to our AUUF
website, click on our Stewardship logo and find forms to make a pledge or to increase your
previous pledge. The payment options are easy to set up.
AUUF counts on the promise of your pledge!

“Generosity is not only an individual virtue that contributes to human well-being, but that it
is an openness to others that is fundamental to human existence, sociality, and social
formation.”
-Rosalyn Diprose

Forum Podcast - My Path, My Theology
Click here to listen.
With Minister, Rev. Lise Adams Sherry a little better.

Walk and Talk with Rev. Lise
2 pm Tuesday, December 21
Join Rev. Lise for a walk and talk Tuesday, Dec. 21 at 2 pm. Meet her at the Fellowship. If
it's really cold, we'll decide by group consensus to stay inside and chat. Rev. Lise invites
you to walk with her on the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 2 pm.

Christmas Eve Zoom
6–7:00 pm Friday, December 24
We invite families to read a poem stanza together from “Amazing Peace” by Maya
Angelou and light a family candle. We will send you the script. contact Rosene or Rev.
Lise to participate. Find your candles from last year for our traditional candlelight closing,
or collect a new one at the Solstice event on the 18th.

Our Ministerial Call Committee Wants to Hear
from You!
AUUF's ministry has been in transition -- without a called minister -- for four years now,
since Rev. Gary Holthouse left in December 2017. Rev. Shelley Page served for two and
a half years as an interim minister (January 2018 - June 2020). Rev. Lise Adams Sherry
has served as a contract minister since August 2020.
The AUUF Board has decided that now is a good time for the congregation to consider
whether to call Rev. Lise to continue serving AUUF as its called minister.
The Board appointed our Ministerial Call Committee (MCC) to engage with the AUUF
membership to determine whether the membership wants to call Rev. Lise.
Our MCC is soliciting your views and is available to answer your questions. This

questionnaire asks how you'd like to be part of the conversation -- potentially at a
meeting, in a one-on-one listening session, electronically, or perhaps in more than one
way. Please answer the questionnaire as soon as you can.
We will be asking folks five key questions. You can answer them electronically in the
questionnaire, if you want to, or just view them to start your thinking.
The MCC's goal is to hear from everyone who wants to be heard between now and the
end of January 2022.
Your input (which will be kept confidential) will be provided in summary form to the Board
and to Rev. Lise, and will help them decide whether to hold a congregational meeting in
March 2022 at which the congregation would be asked to vote on whether to call Rev.
Lise.
Please get involved and be part of the conversation. Let us hear from you soon!
Dennis Arashiro, John Blaine, George Bryson, Andrew Gray, Mara Hill, Cady Lynn
O'Brien, Susan Orlansky, Carma Reed, Cari Sayre

Staff Holiday Dates Corrected
Some of you may have noticed that I tried to claim over 5 weeks of paid holiday for our
staff in the last two issues of TAYF. I mistakenly wrote that our holidays are from Dec. 24
through JANUARY 31. Oops! Hopefully, folks got a giggle from my mistake rather than
shock and alarm. As you may have guessed, we have paid holidays on the weekdays from
December 24 through DECEMBER 31. We're thankful for these holidays, too.
The rest of the announcement was correct: No RE on December 26 and I will be available
for emergencies at cell: 503.999.2061
Warm regards, Rev. Lise
Happy Holidays!

Fireside Chat postponed until January
The Fireside Chat on Zoom, sponsored by the AUUF Connections Team, has been
canceled for December. We will start up this informal gathering again on January 12th at
6:30 p.m. and continue hosting it every 2nd Wednesday thereafter, until warmer weather
ensues. Watch for reminders and links in future TAYF emails. Meanwhile, you might want
to check out the “Topia” we’re introducing on Dec. 29th, for a totally new way to connect!

Connections Team presents: Topia
7-8 pm Wednesday, December 29th
Have you heard of Topia? It’s a website that allows participants to connect in a virtual
world that simulates in-person gatherings with the use of an avatar and video chat. You
can choose who to talk with and where to explore, or even dance on the dancefloor. This
is an interface we would like to start incorporating in AUUF online events. Please come
join the connections team for a Topia Play Session on Dec 29th from 7-8 pm (you can
show up any time in this time range, for as long or short as you'd like).
Use this link and password to access the site.
Password is Connect2021
If you have any issues getting in, or want some step-by-step guidance with entering Topia,
there will also be a zoom room where we can help you get started. The link to zoom will be
on AUUF website calendar.

SWIM 2021
Registration open
SWIM is a week (December 27 – January 1)
of virtual UU fun, fellowship, and growth with
workshops, concerts, and special events.
SWIM is an intentional, inter-generational
community of Unitarian Universalists and
friends, including awesome people like YOU!
We normally gather in South Florida in
December but will again meet virtually in
2021. For further information and to register,
visit SWIMUU.org

Communications Updates
Today at Your Fellowship publication infoPlease submit your article through the online portal at this link.
--Or visit our website homepage and click "submit an article," in the navy blue box on the
left side of the screen.
We publish TAYF on Monday & Friday. We reserved the right to edit, alter and or
abbreviate content for clarity & brevity. Lengthy articles may be abbreviated with a Click
here to read more link. Using this feature allows for every team's message to be viewed
without extensive scrolling.
TAYF Deadlines- If you'd like your article published in the Monday or Friday edition of
TAYF --The latest you can submit an article to be published is 9 am on the day of
publication.
Holiday TAYF Publishing
We will publish Holiday editions of TAYF on Dec 23 and 29th. The deadlines for articles to
be included in the holiday editions are Wed. Dec. 22, 9 am for Dec. 29; and Thursday,
Dec. 23, 9 am for Dec. 23. Regular publications will resume Monday, Jan. 2 (deadline 9
am that day)

Half Portion for Social Action
for December is
Facing Foster Care in Alaska
Our mission is to improve the foster care system through
sharing our experiences, supporting and educating youth
and social services, and implementing positive change in
society as a whole.
Facing Foster Care in Alaska (FFCA) is a nonprofit dedicated to improving the foster care
system, developing leadership skills among current and former foster youth, and creating
a network of peer support that is a lifeline for many foster youth and alumni.
FFCA provides foster youth and alumni opportunities to share lived-expertise about life in
foster care to raise community awareness, educate child welfare staff, and government
officials, and educate foster youth throughout Alaska about their rights, resources, and
opportunities to share their voice to promote change.
Founded in 2003 by a handful of foster youth and alumni, FFCA has grown to become the

state’s leading organization on foster care reform and networking and has received
national recognition. FFCA has touched the lives of hundreds of foster youth and alumni
across Alaska. FFCA members have worked to improve the foster care system on both a
state and national level through partnerships with state and private agencies, and youth
alumni networks.

Go to anchorageuuf.org
Click on the Half-Portion note
at the bottom of the home page.
Enter your donation under
“Half-Portion for Social Action”

Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship | (907) 248-3737
Minister, Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, 907-248-3737 x2, revlise@anchorageuuf.org
Office hours: Usually Tues, Th & Fri 10 am -- 2 pm
Gina Molletti Congregational Administrator, 907-248-3737 x1 admin@anchorageuuf.org
GIna's AUUF office hours are usually Mon-Thurs, 9 am - 1 pm
Please call before coming.
Kelly Spring, Communications Specialist, communications@anchorageuuf.org
Kelly's remote office hours Mon - Friday 9 am -1 pm
Megan Webb, Music Director, auufmusic@gmail.com
Rosene Beachy, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration, rbeachy@alaskalife.net
Office Hours –Monday and Thursday from 9 am - 4 pm

Rebecca Bernard, Ministerial Intern, 907-248-3737 x5, rbernard.ak@gmail.com
Usually, Tuesdays 9 am-noon, 1-2 pm, and Wednesdays and Fridays 9 am-1 pm.
STAY CONNECTED
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Donate Now

Today At Your Fellowship
Thursday
December 23, 2021
This Weekend @ AUUF
Find Zoom links here.
Friday 12/24/21
6 pm Christmas Eve on Zoom
Sunday 12/26/21
9 am Virtual Forum on Zoom
10:15 am RE Chalice Circle
Available this Sunday on the AUUF RE
Facebook page

11 am Virtual Sunday Worship on
Zoom and Zoom "watch party" at
AUUF
4-7 pm Sunday Chalice Circle

Correction
Freethinkers will not have a Zoom meeting
on Friday, December 24, 2021

Half Portion for Social Action for
December is Facing Foster Care in
Alaska.

Christmas Eve Multigenerational Service
Zoom
6 pm Friday, December 24
Christmas Eve Multigenerational Service
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Rosene Beachy, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration
It's time for the Christmas story and carols once again. Please join us as we honor the
meaning of this sacred myth. Don't forget your candles!
Click here to join on Zoom or,
find the Zoom link on the AUUF calendar.

Virtual Forum
9 am Sunday, December 26
How the AK Native Claims Settlement Act Evolved: The Issues and Personalities
Willie Hensley, Alaska Statesman & Elder

Click here to join on Zoom.
Click here for Speaker's bio.

Virtual Sunday Worship on Zoom &
"watch party" at AUUF
11 am Sunday, December 26
The Essential Jesus
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Michele Champion
Click here to join on Zoom.

Happy Holidays from AUUF Staff!

Top row, left to right: Kelly Spring, Communications Specialist; Megan Webb, Music Director;
Becca Bernard, Ministerial Intern;
Bottom row, left to right: Rosene Beachy, Director of Lifespan Religious Exploration; Lise Adams
Sherry, Minister; Gina Molletti, Congregational Administrator;

Staff Holiday
The AUUF Office will be closed from December 24 through December 31 and staff will be on
holiday. Rev. Lise is available for emergencies via her cell: 503.999.2061.

Final Report Chalice Lighter Grant
Fall & Winter FY20
December 22, 2021
It is with great appreciation that the Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship thanks
the Pacific NW Region for the awarding of the Fall and Winter 2020 Chalice Lighter Grants
of $28,830.09. This was more than we expected! The remodeling of our sanctuary to
make it accessible to everyone has been completed, and we are enjoying the results.
Receiving the Chalice Lighter grant was the first step in realizing the remodeling of the
sanctuary chancel. As our plans developed to add a ramp and re-build the stairs so they
met code and were also usable as risers for the choir and performers, we decided to
incorporate new Audio/Visual equipment and control booth. The flooring was strengthened
to support the piano and in-floor plug-ins were added. Improvements to the Music
Director’s office and Worship Associates’ storage also became part of the project. An
additional circuit panel to accommodate future electrical needs was added. Fresh paint
topped it off. Fortunately for us, we were remembered in a long-time member’s will and
received the funds from him to complete the whole project at once. The total cost of the
project was about $115,000.
Testimonials:
“Our remodeled configuration of AUUF’s chancel, and its steps and ramp, are much more
accessible to me as I am both older choir member and worship associate. As a bonus, it is
all very handsome to view from the congregation. Funds very well-spent!” Joyce Laine
“I am so grateful for our remodeled chancel's many new well-located in-floor electrical
service boxes. I always used to worry that someone would get tangled up in the maze of
wires snaking across the chancel. Thank you to everyone who supports the Chancel
Lighter program.”
-Sid McCausland (Board Treasurer, choir member, AV support)
“The wider steps allow for placing the narrow alter and chalice tables on them, providing
additional options for arranging the chancel for services and other events. We were able to
build a new roomy A/V control desk too, as well as remove an extra wall. With the fresh
coat of paint and new audio/visual equipment that will allow us to have hybrid services
more easily, we are entering into the new year in a very functional and attractive
manner!” Peggy Robinson (Board President)
"We are so appreciative for the funds received from the Chalice Lighter Grant. My favorite
part of our remodel is how accessible our stage is to everyone now. Our ramp allows
those with walkers and wheelchairs to participate in worship with greater ease and our
choir has full, wide steps to stand on when signing together! Our space feels warmer and
more inclusive." Rev. Lise Adams Sherry
Thank you again for your wonderful gift!!
Sincerely,
Peggy Robinson, President, AUUF

Photos: Before construction after
everything packed away. Allison is
showing the narrowness of the steps.
Wall on the right is to be removed.

Plywood “desk” is A/V Control

During Construction: Removed wall
was on the left by the ladders.

Ramp and stairs are built. Ready for
carpet and railing.

A/V Control Booth partly built.

Almost Completed

COVID Choir Performance (recorded)
in Remodeled Sanctuary

"Mission: JOY" film screening
and discussion
NEW DATE AND TIME: 7:00 pm Friday,
January 7, 2022
Via Zoom, with Zoom watch party in the sanctuary at AUUF
Please join us for our rescheduled congregational screening
and discussion of the film "Mission: JOY," starring the Dalai
Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu! The film, which is
being made available by Interfaith Power & Light, is described
below. We’ll have a zoom watch party in the sanctuary, but if
you’d like to zoom in from elsewhere, please RSVP to Becca
Bernard at rbernard.ak@gmail.com to receive the zoom link.
Deeply moving and laugh-out-loud funny, Mission: JOY is a documentary with unprecedented
access to the unlikely friendship of two international icons who transcend religion: His Holiness
the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Tutu. In their final joint mission, these self-described mischievous
brothers give a master class in how to create joy in a world that was never easy for them. They
offer neuroscience-backed wisdom to help each of us live with more joy, despite circumstances.
Inspired by New York Times bestseller The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing
World, the film showcases the exchange between these two Nobel Peace Prize winners that led
to that book.

Please support
Facing Foster Care in Alaska
Half Portion for December
Our mission is to improve the foster care system through
sharing our experiences, supporting and educating youth
and social services, and implementing positive change in
society as a whole.
Please watch this short video to learn more about Facing Foster Care in Alaska.

Go to anchorageuuf.org
Click on the Half-Portion note
at the bottom of the home page.
Enter your donation under
“Half-Portion for Social Action”

A Pledge is a Promise
by Marie Lundstrom
Stewardship Committee
A pledge is a promise to do something. As it
works in AUUF, when we become members, we
make a commitment, a promise, to support our
AUUF neighbors, our community. We expect to
give time and talent to committees, teams,
board, RE, programs, welcoming refugees,
worship services, the Forum, choir, social justice actions—all the parts of our AUUF
community where our special interests lie, and our capabilities can be used and
appreciated. But AUUF can’t run without money.
Your household won’t run without money. Our city and state won’t operate without money.
Our world runs on money, as crass as that truth is. As AUUF members, we expect to give
money on a regular basis, not just in the baskets at Sunday morning services, half of
which we give to deserving groups toward social justice, but month-by-month during the
year through pledges. Our member pledges of money are three-quarters of our AUUF
budget. It’s the backbone of our fellowship.
We members pledge to keep that backbone strong, and AUUF depends on our promise.
And when our costs to run AUUF increase, whether, through inflation or a broken furnace,
or a new program of social action, we members need to increase our pledges. Once you
decide what your household can afford to give each month, you can go to our AUUF
website, click on our Stewardship logo and find forms to make a pledge or to increase your
previous pledge. The payment options are easy to set up.

AUUF counts on the promise of your pledge!

Our Ministerial Call Committee Wants to Hear
from You!
AUUF's ministry has been in transition -- without a called minister -- for four years now,
since Rev. Gary Holthaus left in December 2017. Rev. Shelley Page served for two and a
half years as an interim minister (January 2018 - June 2020). Rev. Lise Adams Sherry has
served as a contract minister since August 2020.
The AUUF Board has decided that now is a good time for the congregation to consider
whether to call Rev. Lise to continue serving AUUF as its called minister.
The Board appointed our Ministerial Call Committee (MCC) to engage with the AUUF
membership to determine whether the membership wants to call Rev. Lise.
Our MCC is soliciting your views and is available to answer your questions. This
questionnaire asks how you'd like to be part of the conversation -- potentially at a
meeting, in a one-on-one listening session, electronically, or perhaps in more than one
way. Please answer the questionnaire as soon as you can.
We will be asking folks five key questions. You can answer them electronically in the
questionnaire, if you want to, or just view them to start your thinking.
The MCC's goal is to hear from everyone who wants to be heard between now and the
end of January 2022.
Your input (which will be kept confidential) will be provided in summary form to the Board
and to Rev. Lise, and will help them decide whether to hold a congregational meeting in
March 2022 at which the congregation would be asked to vote on whether to call Rev.
Lise.
Please get involved and be part of the conversation. Let us hear from you soon!
Dennis Arashiro, John Blaine, George Bryson, Andrew Gray, Mara Hill, Cady Lynn
O'Brien, Susan Orlansky, Carma Reed, Cari Sayre

Fireside Chat postponed until January
The Fireside Chat on Zoom, sponsored by the AUUF Connections Team, has been
canceled for December. We will start up this informal gathering again on January 12th at
6:30 p.m. and continue hosting it every 2nd Wednesday thereafter, until warmer weather
ensues. Watch for reminders and links in future TAYF emails. Meanwhile, you might want
to check out the “Topia” we’re introducing on Dec. 29th, for a totally new way to connect!

Connections Team presents: Topia
7-8 pm Wednesday, December 29th
Have you heard of Topia? It’s a website that allows participants to connect in a virtual
world that simulates in-person gatherings with the use of an avatar and video chat. You
can choose who to talk with and where to explore, or even dance on the dancefloor. This
is an interface we would like to start incorporating in AUUF online events. Please come
join the connections team for a Topia Play Session on Dec 29th from 7-8 pm (you can
show up any time in this time range, for as long or short as you'd like).
Use this link and password to access the site.
Password is Connect2021
If you have any issues getting in, or want some step-by-step guidance with entering Topia,
there will also be a zoom room where we can help you get started. The link to zoom will be

on AUUF website calendar.

Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship | (907) 248-3737
Minister, Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, 907-248-3737 x2, revlise@anchorageuuf.org
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Today At Your Fellowship
Wednesday

December 29, 2021

This Week @ AUUF
Wednesday 12/29/21
7 pm Topia Play Session

Sunday 1/2/22
9 am Virtual Forum on Zoom

Thursday 12/30/21
Friday 12/31/21
12 pm Freethinkers on Zoom
Saturday 1/1/22

10:15 am RE Chalice Circle
(Online all the time)
11 am Sunday Worship Live at AUUF
No Zoom
Letting Go . . .
January 2, 2021
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Joyce Laine,
Worship Associate

4-7 pm Sunday Chalice Circle
Half Portion for Social Action for
January is Refugee Assistance &
Immigration Services

Staff Holiday
The AUUF Office will be closed from December 24 through December 31 and staff will be on
holiday. Rev. Lise is available for emergencies via her cell: 503.999.2061.

Fireside Chat postponed until January
The Fireside Chat on Zoom, sponsored by the AUUF Connections Team, has been
canceled for December. We will start up this informal gathering again on January 12th at
6:30 p.m. and continue hosting it every 2nd Wednesday thereafter, until warmer weather
ensues. Watch for reminders and links in future TAYF emails. Meanwhile, you might want
to check out the “Topia” we’re introducing on Dec. 29th, for a totally new way to connect!

Connections Team presents: Topia
7-8 pm Wednesday, December 29th
Have you heard of Topia? It’s a website that allows participants to connect in a virtual
world that simulates in-person gatherings with the use of an avatar and video chat. You
can choose who to talk with and where to explore, or even dance on the dancefloor. This
is an interface we would like to start incorporating in AUUF online events. Please come
join the connections team for a Topia Play Session on Dec 29th from 7-8 pm (you can
show up any time in this time range, for as long or short as you'd like).
Use this link and password to access the site.
Password is Connect2021
If you have any issues getting in, or want some step-by-step guidance with entering Topia,
there will also be a zoom room where we can help you get started. The link to zoomis on
AUUF website calendar.

Virtual Forum
9 am Sunday, January 2
Click here to join on Zoom.

Sunday Worship
11 am Sunday, January 2
Letting Go . . .
Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Joyce Laine, Worship Associate
It's that time of year when we look at what's ahead with hopeful eyes (especially in our current
circumstances!) and think about changes we'd like to make and adventures we'd like to have. But
just like people living in tiny homes, we have to get rid of something to make room for the
new. What will you let go of so you can truly face the future unencumbered? Join us in our
burning bowl ceremony as we let go of those things that are no longer needed in our lives.

Click here to join on Zoom.

Walk and Talk with Rev. Lise
2 pm Tuesday, January 4, 2022
Join Rev. Lise for a walk and talk Tuesday, January 4, at 2
pm. Meet her at the Fellowship. If it's really cold, we'll decide
by group consensus to stay inside and chat. Rev. Lise invites
you to walk with her on the first and third Tuesdays of the
month at 2 pm.

"Mission: JOY" film screening
and discussion
NEW DATE AND TIME: 7:00 pm Friday, January
7, 2022
Via Zoom, with Zoom watch party in the sanctuary at AUUF
Please join us for our rescheduled congregational screening
and discussion of the film "Mission: JOY," starring the Dalai
Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu! The film, which is being
made available by Interfaith Power & Light, is described below.
We’ll have a zoom watch party in the sanctuary, but if you’d
like to zoom in from elsewhere, please RSVP to Becca Bernard
at rbernard.ak@gmail.com to receive the zoom link.
Deeply moving and laugh-out-loud funny, Mission: JOY is a documentary with unprecedented
access to the unlikely friendship of two international icons who transcend religion: His Holiness
the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Tutu. In their final joint mission, these self-described mischievous
brothers give a master class in how to create joy in a world that was never easy for them. They
offer neuroscience-backed wisdom to help each of us live with more joy, despite circumstances.
Inspired by New York Times bestseller The Book of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing
World, the film showcases the exchange between these two Nobel Peace Prize winners that led
to that book.

Final Report Chalice Lighter Grant
Fall & Winter FY20
December 22, 2021
It is with great appreciation that the Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship thanks
the Pacific NW Region for the awarding of the Fall and Winter 2020 Chalice Lighter Grants
of $28,830.09. This was more than we expected! The remodeling of our sanctuary to
make it accessible to everyone has been completed, and we are enjoying the results.
Receiving the Chalice Lighter grant was the first step in realizing the remodeling of the
sanctuary chancel. As our plans developed to add a ramp and re-build the stairs so they
met code and were also usable as risers for the choir and performers, we decided to
incorporate new Audio/Visual equipment and control booth. The flooring was strengthened
to support the piano and in-floor plug-ins were added. Improvements to the Music
Director’s office and Worship Associates’ storage also became part of the project. An
additional circuit panel to accommodate future electrical needs was added. Fresh paint

topped it off. Fortunately for us, we were remembered in a long-time member’s will and
received the funds from him to complete the whole project at once. The total cost of the
project was about $115,000.
Testimonials:
“Our remodeled configuration of AUUF’s chancel, and its steps and ramp, are much more
accessible to me as I am both older choir member and worship associate. As a bonus, it is
all very handsome to view from the congregation. Funds very well-spent!” Joyce Laine
“I am so grateful for our remodeled chancel's many new well-located in-floor electrical
service boxes. I always used to worry that someone would get tangled up in the maze of
wires snaking across the chancel. Thank you to everyone who supports the Chancel
Lighter program.”
-Sid McCausland (Board Treasurer, choir member, AV support)
“The wider steps allow for placing the narrow alter and chalice tables on them, providing
additional options for arranging the chancel for services and other events. We were able to
build a new roomy A/V control desk too, as well as remove an extra wall. With the fresh
coat of paint and new audio/visual equipment that will allow us to have hybrid services
more easily, we are entering into the new year in a very functional and attractive
manner!” Peggy Robinson (Board President)
"We are so appreciative for the funds received from the Chalice Lighter Grant. My favorite
part of our remodel is how accessible our stage is to everyone now. Our ramp allows
those with walkers and wheelchairs to participate in worship with greater ease and our
choir has full, wide steps to stand on when signing together! Our space feels warmer and
more inclusive." Rev. Lise Adams Sherry
Thank you again for your wonderful gift!!
Sincerely,
Peggy Robinson, President, AUUF

Before construction after everything
packed away. Allison is showing the
narrowness of the steps. Wall on the
right is to be removed.

Plywood “desk” is A/V Control

Ramp and stairs are built. Ready for
carpet and railing.

During Construction: Removed wall
was on the left by the ladders.

A/V Control Booth partly built.

Almost Completed

COVID Choir Performance (recorded)
in Remodeled Sanctuary

Our Ministerial Call Committee Wants to Hear

from You!
AUUF's ministry has been in transition -- without a called minister -- for four years now,
since Rev. Gary Holthaus left in December 2017. Rev. Shelley Page served for two and a
half years as an interim minister (January 2018 - June 2020). Rev. Lise Adams Sherry has
served as a contract minister since August 2020.
The AUUF Board has decided that now is a good time for the congregation to consider
whether to call Rev. Lise to continue serving AUUF as its called minister.
The Board appointed our Ministerial Call Committee (MCC) to engage with the AUUF
membership to determine whether the membership wants to call Rev. Lise.
Our MCC is soliciting your views and is available to answer your questions. This
questionnaire asks how you'd like to be part of the conversation -- potentially at a
meeting, in a one-on-one listening session, electronically, or perhaps in more than one
way. Please answer the questionnaire as soon as you can.
We will be asking folks five key questions. You can answer them electronically in the
questionnaire, if you want to, or just view them to start your thinking.
The MCC's goal is to hear from everyone who wants to be heard between now and the
end of January 2022.
Your input (which will be kept confidential) will be provided in summary form to the Board
and to Rev. Lise, and will help them decide whether to hold a congregational meeting in
March 2022 at which the congregation would be asked to vote on whether to call Rev.
Lise.
Please get involved and be part of the conversation. Let us hear from you soon!
Dennis Arashiro, John Blaine, George Bryson, Andrew Gray, Mara Hill, Cady Lynn
O'Brien, Susan Orlansky, Carma Reed, Cari Sayre

Half Portion for Social Action for January is
Refugee Assistance & Immigration Services
Catholic Social Services Refugee Assistance & Immigration Services (RAIS) provides a
bridge for refugees (individuals who have had to flee their countries of origin due to the
tragedies of persecution and war) from their former life experiences to the new skills
required for success in the United States. Through a focus on economic self-sufficiency,
community integration, and respect for unique cultures, history, and traditions, RAIS
creates an environment of compassion and encouragement for refugees to flourish. RAIS
accomplishes this through multiple programs, Reception & Placement which welcomes
new refugee arrivals, comprehensive and intensive case management, education &
employment services, health programming, and an agricultural program.
Currently, RAIS is serving over 500 clients from 31 different countries. Our caseload
includes refugees, asylees, Cuban entrants, Afghan evacuees, and Victims of Trafficking.
Since October 1, 2021, RAIS has welcomed 75 Afghans and 8 refugees. RAIS anticipates
welcoming another 30 Afghans as well as more than 100 refugees in FY 22. Thanks to
community support arrivals are being provided food, housing items, winter clothing, and
more upon arrival. Monetary donations are supporting clients' immediate needs such as
medication, rental assistance, work clothing and tools, and more. The best way to help is
to reach out to Nick Leone, nleone@cssalaska.org who can share our greatest need at
the time.

Thanks for supporting RAIS!

Go to anchorageuuf.org
Click on the Half-Portion note
at the bottom of the home page.
Enter your donation under
“Half-Portion for Social Action”
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