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Today At Our Fellowship
Thursday, July 3, 2025

This Weekend @ AUUF

Thursday 7/3/25
5:30 — 7:00 pm Anti-Racism Team
Meeting Library & Zoom

Friday 7/4/125
12:00 — 2:00 pm Freethinkers in Person
Only Room 7

Saturday 7/5/25
8:30 am — 10:30 am AA-Slap Happy
Group at AUUF Social Room 1

Sunday 7/6/25

9:00 - 10:15 am The Forum Live at
AUUF & on Zoom

11:00 am - 12:00 pm Sunday Worship
Live at AUUF & on Zoom

Sunday 7/6/25 (Continued)
12:30 — 2:00 pm The Alliance - At
AUUF Sanctuary

4:00 — 5:30 pm Anchorage Friends
Meeting Room downstairs

Monday 7/7/25

Tuesday 7/8/25

11:00 am — 12:00 pm Staff Meeting
1:00 — 4:00 pm Memorial service for
Margaret B. Carey (1940-2024)
Sanctuary and Social Room

2:00 — 3:30 pm Hungry Book Club
Downstairs Room 8

Wednesday 7/9/25
6:30 — 8:00 pm Dr Royce Dream Class
Room 8

Thursday 7/10/25
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The Forum IN PERSON & on Zoom 9:00 AM Sunday July 6, 2025
“Combatting the Threat of Christian Nationalism”
Kay Brown and Larry Michael

@)
x
The Forum

IN PERSON & on Zoom
9:00 AM Sunday July 6, 2025

Click here to join on Zoom.
Click here for Speaker's bio

Living Into the Truth: A Daughter’s Journey of Discovery

Worship Setrvice and Reading
With author Annette Marquis

|
™
| = Adoption and identity

« Family secrets

= + LGBTQ+ journey
4 + Forgiveness & healing
+ Living authentically

July 6, 2025 Anchorage Unitarian
11:00 -12 pm - Worship Service: "Living an Authentic Life” Universalist Fellowship
12415 - 115 pm - Book Talk and Reading 2824 E.18th Avenue

All are welcome! Aichoroge AK.83500

Sunday Worship Service IN PERSON & on Zoom
11:00 AM Sunday July 6, 2025
"Living an Authentic Life" Annette Marquis & Rev Lise

v

Sunday Worship Service
IN PERSON & on Zoom
11:00 AM Sunday July 6, 2025

Click here to join on Zoom.

Sunday Worship Service, Book Signing and Sale

In this service, guest speaker Annette Marquis will explore what it means to live an
authentic life. Through stories and reflection, she’ll consider the courage it takes to tell the
truth about who we are, the burdens of secrecy, and the freedom that comes with living



https://www.anchorageuuf.org/sundayonzoom
https://www.anchorageuuf.org/services-support
https://www.anchorageuuf.org/sundayonzoom

openly. Together, we’'ll reflect on how authenticity can deepen our relationships, heal old
wounds, and root us more fully in beloved community. This service invites each of us to
step more bravely into our own truth.

Book Signing: Shortly after the service, Annette will provide a reading from her book of the
same title (Living An Authentic Life) and be available for questions.

Annette Marquis is a community builder, wanderer, and author. She recently retired as the
Director of Operations for the Living Legacy Project, Inc., a non-profit organization that
educates people about the enduring lessons of the American Civil Rights Movement.
Previously, she served the Unitarian Universalist Association as LGBTQ and Multicultural
Programs Director, Southeast Regional Lead, and District Executive for the Southeast
District. Annette is the author of two memoirs, Living Into the Truth: A Daughter’s Journey
of Discovery, and Resistance: A Memoir of Civil Disobedience in

Maricopa County. You can find more of her writing at annettemarquis.com. Annette lives
with her wife Wendy in Richmond, Virginia, where she is a member of First Unitarian
Universalist Church of Richmond.

A Message from Rev. Lise

Dear Ones,
Happy Summer! It's good to be home!
I have so many thoughts in my head, it's hard to know where to begin.

Walking the Camino was wonderful, and hard, and so worth it. | met so many kind people,
learned more history, got to practice my French and Spanish, experienced how
serendipitous the world can be—there’s much I'm still unpacking (figuratively, not literally).

One good thing to know is that there are many people in the world who are rooting for
those of us in the States with values similar to ours. Anytime | was asked about our
country’s politics and shared my views, | was personally met with empathy. That isn’t to
say that we didn't have a lot to say about the importance of fighting oppression and caring
for those on the margins of our society. | also had several conversations with people in
Europe about how their own governments and populations are growing more socially
conservative. All of this is to say we have to keep advocating for our Unitarian Universalist
values, which | know you know. And, we also have to give ourselves regular small breaks
for moments of joy, reflection and self-care (mental, spiritual and physical). There’s a
reason why they started so many civil rights gatherings with singing!

I'll share more about my trip in the days and months to come, but let me leave you with
this photo of me in Santiago de Compostela, Spain, the goal of my Camino. This photo
reminds me that we can do hard, joyous things and that there are many people that will
help and join us on our journey.

I’'m so glad we're on this journey together!

Blessings, Rev. Lise



A brief summary of my General Assembly 2025

experience
By Jenn Bluntach

To try and summarize General Assembly is a difficult task. Its days are filled with
workshops, music, worship, sessions, an impressive exhibit hall with vendors representing
all things UU, and so many people! | had some lovely discussions with people from Idaho,
California and Michigan to name a few. Thousands of people representing hundreds of
congregations filled the convention center in Baltimore, Maryland in June. I'll narrow my
experience down to a few items that left an impact on me.

Click here to read the entire article.

P.S. I will be out of office now through July 12th taking flex time after the busyness of
peace camp and General Assembly.

Communications Specialist, Kelly Spring on
vacation July 14th- August 11th

Hello Everyone,

| will be on vacation starting July 14th and returning August 11th. During this time
communications activities such as website updates, social media posting, etc. will be
reduced. A bare bones version of Today at our Fellowship newsletter will be published
only on July 24th & August 7th during this time.

During summer vacation, | look forward to finishing my first semester of graduate school
at University of Oklahoma, visiting family near Lake Michigan and hopefully biking &
relaxing with my daughter in the cold springs of the Chickasaw National Recreational
Area.

Please send any blurbs you have during this time through the_content submission link
here! My email may not be monitored so please send any blurbs through the content
submission link. You can find a link to this page from the website homepage titled "Submit
an Article," in the blue box labeled "Stay up to date."”

Thanks for your patience with reduced communications functions during this time!



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UVTzKIWHXQdqdIEObFuaPhxRdhAj0JEl/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=102381742394212056852&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXw0fer7hbHJ1XiXY19Z74IRLAqRgMXTQcqKljQTkpfKYJnQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXw0fer7hbHJ1XiXY19Z74IRLAqRgMXTQcqKljQTkpfKYJnQ/viewform

Connections Team Needs Sunday Hospitality
Volunteers

Please consider signing up ahead of time to help make AUUF a warm and welcoming
community. We need greeters, zoom ushers and ESPECIALLY Social Hour volunteers to
keep our kitchen tidy and clean. If Connections ends up doing dishes all the time, they will
have a hard time staffing the welcome tables as they should be doing. Below is a link to
the Signup Genius which includes downloadable directions on what to do. All you need is
an email address and you will be sent an automatic reminder 2 days ahead of time.

Thanks to all who continue to help!

| SIGN UP!

Hungry Book Club on July 8

What do you know about the friendship between Eleanor Roosevelt and Mary McLeod
Bethune? The wealthy wife of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and the black leader
of civil rights from the 1900's until her death in 1955, the book we're reading, The First
Ladies, is a fictional story based on decades of information about both of them. The book,
written by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray, is a very enlightening read.
Come join us for fellowship and discussion on Thursday, July 8, at 2pm in the library
upstairs!

Fireside Chat on Friday July 18th at 6:30 PM

All are welcomed to come and join with the Connections Team for informal conversation
around the fire pit at AUUF on Friday evening, July 18th at 6:30. Please bring your camp
chair and the beverage of your choice. Snacks and s’'more fixings will be provided. If it's
raining we'll find a place inside. Hope to see you there!

WhaleCoast Alaska

Thank you!

A huge thank you to all the AUUF volunteers who hosted WhaleCoast guests and
provided food and entertainment at the banquet on Sunday night!" It was a successful
event, no reported COVID cases, and we earned a little over $10,000 to go towards next
year's operating expenses. The July tour arrives the evening of the 23rd, we provide the



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4EA9AF2AABF94-57446900-july
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4EA9AF2AABF94-57446900-july

banquet on the 24th, and they leave the morning of the 25th. I'll be contacting those who
signed up to host within the next week. Peggy

Summer RE Class is Lending a Helping Hand

Today the Summer RE class organized the
Little Library ¥ and created a Little Food
Pantry & of dried goods in the other at
AUUF.

Feel free to pick up or drop off books and
non perishable food items any time. We'll
be updating and organizing these two
spaces monthly for the neighborhood in
Airport Heights.




AUUF Religious Exploration- Summer 2025
Updates

The Wizardly World of Peace Camp 2025 was June 9-13, 2025.

We had 37 campers, 7 teen cabin leads and 18 adult volunteers throughout the week. A
big thank you to all who participated; kids, parents, volunteers and teens! It was an active
week of learning, exploring, singing, creating, biking and just having fun!

Click here to read the entire article.

What do ministers do after ordination?

Many of you are asking this question because of AUUF's upcoming
ordination of Becca Bernard on Sunday, August 10, 4 pm

There are multiple paths that UU ministers may follow or create.

Congregational ministry: Some ministers serve one or more UU congregations, deliver
sermons, provide administrative leadership, and offer pastoral care to congregants. Some
specialize as interim ministers, helping congregations in their transition between ministers;
others can be contract ministers for a finite term.

Chaplaincy: Ministers may serve as chaplains in hospitals, hospices, prisons, academic
institutions, police and fire departments, or the military.

Community Ministry: Community ministers work independently, by serving in an
organization outside a congregation, or being a bridge between congregations and
secular organizations. They may work as spiritual directors, pastoral counselors, street
ministers, social justice advocates, UU legislative ministers; educators, journalists, UUA
field staff, arts ministers, and nonprofit administrators.

Becca is involved with all three disciplines. She currently serves the UU Fellowship of
Fairbanks as a quarter-time contract minister. She is also an Affiliated Community Minister
with AUUF focusing on trans advocacy and a per diem chaplain at Providence Hospital.
Come to her ordination at AUUF on August 10 and help celebrate the beginning of her
ministerial career.

Questions? Contact any member of Becca’'s Ordination Team — we’d love to hear
them! Team members are: Katherine Huffman, Ruth Greenwood, Cassie Thomas, Marty
Freeman, Laura Volmert (UUFF), and of course, Becca!



https://us22.campaign-archive.com/?e=d66f6d1242&u=9b37d8d3710d03cdc2b8721af&id=5786b9b950

FROM YOUTH
T0
ADULTHOOD

Words of Wisdom from AUUF members &
friends to Bridging High School Graduates

Notes from the AUUF congregation to High School graduates. The Bridging service for
Nora, Levi and Denali took place on April 27. Here are the words of wisdom for the young
adults... (we all can take some wisdom from these wise words.)

We hold you in our hearts & community. Thank you.

Say YES to any opportunities that come your way!

Drink lots of milk. — Amelia, Age 10

Enjoy the ride! Despite the challenges, there is so much good in the world. Hold on
to the passion and purpose you have. Thank you for all you have given this
community.

Stay connected to creating something bigger than you are.

Believe in yourselfl When self-doubt creeps in politely show it the door- remember
that life chose you to be here, as you are.

Please read, The Tao of Pooh- | suggest once a year, truly. | have to say you are
FABULOUS!

And to Nora- from Diane Smith- go for that law degree as you are planning. You
can do great work as a lawyer and make important changes in the world. | got to
find that in my own career.

Be brave enough to love as the more you love the more it comes back to you.
Walk out into a world that needs you. Know you are who you need to be in each
moment. It is a gift to the world what you bring. You will not always feel sure but will
learn through it.

Getting outside will do you good!

Nora, thank you for sharing your thoughts on the world, society, religion,
government and leadership. Thank you for being a part of the solution and following
your dreams — Joel

Levi, thank you for sharing your thoughts today. Your authenticity shines through
and makes the world a better place. Thanks for just being yourself! — Joel

All- Keep doing what you are doing. Search, explore, evaluate. The world is not
over- be brave as you do everything!

It's ok to struggle, get lost, get mad and sad, and question everything. We all do.
Being human is difficult but we have an amazing capacity for joy, love, and awe.
Life is often wonderful!

| wish you love, truth and happiness on your journey.

Humor is not everything. It is the only thing !! -Wray

Openess- to new, to power, to others, to adventures- go for it!! -Cindy

| have learned over the years that good communication is the key to successful
relationships. Don't just talk, but listen. When someone is speaking to you, put the
phone down. Turn away from the computer and look at them. Make them feel that
they are being heard and appreciated.

Be true to who you are.

The beauty inside each of you brightens the lives of all persons & animals in the
world. Keep shining bright!



« Don't let your doubts keep you from doing what you want to do. Have courage!
Enjoy your life!

« Follow your heart no matter what other people say.

« Be the voice for the conversations that will support the world you dream of.

« Actively maintain friendships.

» Sing with other people.

« When things are bringing you down, get outdoors.

» Be ready to give a real apology when you screw up.

» Celebrate special occasions.

« Do not be afraid to stand up for what you believe in. Our world needs your courage
to keep it kind, loving and caring.

» Perseverance

« Create something positive every day. Listen to music at 432 HZ Happiness
frequency.

« JOY

» EMPATHY

» Continue to look forward.

 Life is so worth living.

» Keep smiling.

« When your basic needs are met, choose experiences over things- the memories
will enrich your soul and last a lifetime- Ruth Greenwood.

« My mother, Shirley Dickens, was very fond of this quote by Oscar Wilde: “Be
yourself. Everyone else is taken.” Be you- you are the only one who can! — Ruth
Greenwood

» Keep being yourself, don’t be afraid of change, and don't be afraid of discovering
new things about yourself! You are amazing and bright and your ideas will change
the world! Congratulations on graduation!

» Always keep a pair of scissors in your car.

» Hold onto what feels good, especially if it is helping those around you.

« Do YOU and carry on and on! Never forget humor.

« Don’t be too afraid to take a calculated risk. We all make mistakes — it's how we
grow.

« Listen to the whisper of your soul and not the roar of society.

« Don't be too eager to date...Learn about yourself first. Love yourself first.

« Be patient...be kind...be true to yourself!

» Plant a garden, tend it well and it will take care of you.

Thank you all so much for sharing!
Jenn Bluntach, DRE

Camp Opportunity



Let us know you will be there at: keystolifealaska.com %
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Website:Keystolifealaska.com
The primary goal of the camp is to encourage healthy communication
among children. The camp will help children develop resilience skills and

navigate their emotional well-being:

Shirley Mae Springer Staten
Executive Director

"Stories should lead to
action!"”

Website:
www.keystolifealaska.com

Phone: 907-317-3417




WEEKLY STUDENT SUMMER TRAINING SERIES ; A F Democracy Summer:

1101 [ T TR AL “USY \eekly Student
IN ACTION _'?f-:., S d Summer Training

S TET e -l BN Series
Juner7- aucusts i 8:30 PM N : Hosted by Public Citizen, in partnership
DTN/ b with UUSJ

Every Tuesday, July 1 - August 5
6:30 p.m. ET » 5:30 p.m. CT « 4:30 p.m. MT ¢ 3:30 p.m. PT
RSVP for full details
¢ July 1 — Organizing Under Advancing Autocracy
¢ July 8 — Firewalls for Freedom & Intro to Campus Democracy
Organizing
e July 15 — Campus Campaign Planning | (Goal Setting)
o July 22 — Campus Campaign Planning Il (Strategy & Structure)
e July 29 — Campus Campaign Planning IIl (Outreach Planning)
e August 5 — Strategic Escalation
e August TBD (Virtual) — Community-Building, Mutual Support, and Action
Teams
Emerging or Young Adults are invited to join a Weekly Student Summer Training Series
and learn the skills they need to be effective mobilizers, organizers, and advocates to
champion the best version of our American democracy.
As part of this program, we are trying to connect with Unitarian Universalist University
Students who may be interested in getting a youth-focused version of the Rise for
Freedom National Training Series, which we partnered on this past spring. See our recent
email for more context.

John Lewis Day of Action

Events nationwide by multiple organizations
On Wednesday, July 17, the anniversary of
Congressman John Lewis’ passing, Americans are
taking action across the country to defend our
democracy and carry forward the legacy of Good
Trouble, honoring John Lewis, who said, "Your vote is precious. Almost sacred. It's the
most nonviolent tool we have to create a more perfect union."
Want to get ready?
Join “Good Trouble Lives On” for weekly trainings to review tips on hosting an impactful
local event.
7:00 p.m. ET ¢ 6:00 p.m. CT ¢ 5:00 p.m. MT ¢ 4:00 p.m. PT
RSVP for details
Find a local event , being planned

e July 3 — Coalition Building + Event Checklist

e July 10 — Safety and Security

e July 15 — Media & Final Event Checklist!

e July 17 — Host or join an event

Click here to read more from eNews by UUSJ.
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Planned
Parenthood’

Act. No matter what.

Alliance Advocates - Alaska

In the past year, we have protected and

expanded reproductive health access in

JULY HALF PORTION FOR SOCIAL ACTION:
Planned Parenthood

Planned Parenthood Alliance Advocates - Alaska (PPAA - Alaska) advocates for a just,
equitable, thriving world where everyone has access to sexual and reproductive health
care and education. PPAA - Alaska is an independent, non-profit, and non-partisan
organization. PPAA - Alaska protects and promotes reproductive health, rights and justice.
We do this by advocating for public policies that guarantee the right to full and
nondiscriminatory access to reproductive health care including abortion. We educate
voters and mobilize our supporters to lobby the Alaska legislature against bills that
threaten reproductive and LGBTQ+ rights, and are working tirelessly to expand access to
reproductive health, rights, and justice in Alaska.

You can contribute in person at our Sunday services or online by visiting
anchorageuuf.org click on the Half-Portion note or Donate/ Pay at the bottom of the
home page. Enter your donation under “Half-Portion for Social Action."

Go to anchorageuuf.org
Click on the Half-Portion note or Donate/ Pay
at the bottom of the home page.
Enter your donation under
“Half-Portion for Social Action”



http://anchorageuuf.org/
http://anchorageuuf.org/

Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
(907) 248-3737

Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, (shel her), Minister,
RevLise@anchorageuuf.org, 907-248-3737 X2,

Office hours are usually Tu 11-3; Th and F 11-3, and by appointment
*On sabbatical March 17, 2025 through June 30, 2025.

Jennifer Bluntach (shel/her), Director of Religious Exploration
DRE@anchorageuuf.org

Office hours usually are:

Sunday 9am-11am, Tuesday 11am-3pm, Thursday, 11am-3pm, and by appointment

Richard Stoneking, (he/him), Congregational Administrator
Admin@AnchorageUUF.org, 907.248.3737 x.1
Office Hours Usually Mon-Thu 11am - 3 pm, Please call first.

Kelly Spring, (shel her), Communications Specialist,
Communications@anchorageuuf.org
Kelly's remote office hours Mon-Fri 9 am -1 pm

Esme Danner (she/her) Music Director
907-248-3737 x4, Music@anchorageuuf.org

Rebecca Bernard, (shel her), Affiliated Community Minister
RBernard.AK@gmail.com

Dan Norton: AV Coordinator
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mailto:Admin@AnchorageUUF.org
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907-248-3737, AVCoordinator@anchorageuuf.org

Contact the Connections Team for more information on how to get involved.
Connections@anchorageuuf.org_
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Visit Our Website
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Today At Our Fellowship
Thursday, July 10, 2025

This Weekend @ AUUF

Thursday 7/10/25
10:30 — 11:45 am Bernard Ordination
Planning Meeting

Friday 7/11/25
12:00 — 2:00 pm Freethinkers in Person
Only Room 7

Saturday 7/12/25

8:30 — 10:30 am AA-Slap Happy
Group at AUUF Social Room
11:00 am — 5:00 pm Midnight Sun
Sustainable Beekeeping Club
Sanctuary and Social Room

Sunday 7/13/25

9:00 - 10:15 am The Forum Live at
AUUF & on Zoom

11:00 am - 12:00 pm Sunday Worship
Live at AUUF & on Zoom

Sunday 7/13/25 (Continued)
1:30 — 2:30 pm Worship Associate
Meeting on Zoom

4:00 — 5:30 pm Anchorage Friends
Meeting Room downstairs

Monday 7/14/25
1:00 — 4:00 pm The Alliance
Photoshoot Sanctuary

Tuesday 7/15/25
6:30 — 8:30 pm Finance Committee
Meeting

Wednesday 7/16/25

Thursday 7/10/25

6:30 — 9:00 pm Board of Directors
Meeting - In Person (Zoom-Contact
Don)




The Forum IN PERSON & on Zoom

m 9:00 AM Sunday July 13, 2025

"Alaska’s Infant Learning Program What We (an Do to Support It”
Z Film Producer Laura Norton Cruz

The Forum

IN PERSON & on Zoom
9:00 AM Sunday July 13, 2025

The Forum this Sunday, with Laura Norton-Cruz, will include a film and discussion about
Alaska’s Infant Learning Program. ILP is a highly-effective & vital program for children
ages birth - 3 with developmental delays or disabilities, but is unable to serve many of the
children who need it because it is critically underfunded and due to Alaska having among
the most restrictive eligibility requirements in the country. There will be childcare available
downstairs during the Forum this week.

Click here to join on Zoom.
Click here for Speaker's bio

s
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on Zoom

Sunday Worship Service IN PERSON &

m 11:00 AM Sunday July 13, 2025

"Musings from the Camino"
? Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, Lauren Rench

Sunday Worship Service
IN PERSON & on Zoom
11:00 AM Sunday July 13, 2025



https://www.anchorageuuf.org/sundayonzoom
https://www.anchorageuuf.org/services-support

Rev. Lise just got back from her sabbatical, part of which included walking the Camino del
Norte, the northern Spanish route to Santiago de Compostela. While walking over 500
miles, she had plenty of time to think; she'll share some ponderings that wander into
spiritual and/or political spheres.

Click here to join on Zoom.

Connections Team Needs Sunday Hospitality
Volunteers

Please consider signing up ahead of time to help make AUUF a warm and welcoming
community. We need greeters, zoom ushers and ESPECIALLY Social Hour volunteers to
keep our kitchen tidy and clean. If Connections ends up doing dishes all the time, they will
have a hard time staffing the welcome tables as they should be doing. Below is a link to
the Signup Genius which includes downloadable directions on what to do. All you need is
an email address and you will be sent an automatic reminder 2 days ahead of time.

Thanks to all who continue to help!

Communications Specialist, Kelly Spring on
vacation July 14th- August 11th

Hello Everyone,

I will be on vacation, (last day in office) July 14th and returning August 11th. During this
time communications activities such as website updates, social media posting, etc. will be
reduced. A bare bones version of Today at our Fellowship newsletter will be published
only on July 24th & August 7th during this time.

During summer vacation, | look forward to finishing my first semester of graduate school
at University of Oklahoma, visiting family near Lake Michigan and hopefully biking &
relaxing with my daughter in the cold springs of the Chickasaw National Recreational
Area.

Please send any blurbs you have during this time through the_content submission link
here! My email may not be monitored so please send any blurbs through the content
submission link. You can find a link to this page from the website homepage titled "Submit
an Article," in the blue box labeled "Stay up to date."”

Thanks for your patience with reduced communications functions during this time!

Fireside Chat on Friday July 18th at 6:30 PM
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All are welcomed to come and join with the Connections Team for informal conversation
around the fire pit at AUUF on Friday evening, July 18th at 6:30. Please bring your camp
chair and the beverage of your choice. Snacks and s’'more fixings will be provided. If it's
raining we'll find a place inside. Hope to see you there!
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We Caught You!

Thank you for washing dishes, being greeters and zoom hosts! Bonnie M, Peggy,
Denise and Jim, John and Christy (pictured), Renee, Elayne,Yolanda, Kate, Kalen,
Andrea and Dennis! On behalf of the Connections Team and the whole fellowship we are
delighted by you (and others we might have missed)! A toast to clean world changers!

“Everyone wants to change the world, but no one wants to do the dishes!”
Dorothy Day, Catholic Worker

A Message from Rev. Lise
Just in case you missed it last week, Rev. Lise is back!

Dear Ones,

Happy Summer! It's good to be home!

I have so many thoughts in my head, it's hard to know where to begin.

Walking the Camino was wonderful, and hard, and so worth it. | met so many kind people,
learned more history, got to practice my French and Spanish, experienced how
serendipitous the world can be—there’s much I'm still unpacking (figuratively, not literally).
One good thing to know is that there are many people in the world who are rooting for

those of us in the States with values similar to ours. Anytime | was asked about our
country’s politics and shared my views, | was personally met with empathy. That isn’t to




say that we didn’t have a lot to say about the importance of fighting oppression and caring
for those on the margins of our society. | also had several conversations with people in
Europe about how their own governments and populations are growing more socially
conservative. All of this is to say we have to keep advocating for our Unitarian Universalist
values, which | know you know. And, we also have to give ourselves regular small breaks
for moments of joy, reflection and self-care (mental, spiritual and physical). There’s a
reason why they started so many civil rights gatherings with singing!

I'll share more about my trip in the days and months to come, but let me leave you with
this photo of me in Santiago de Compostela, Spain, the goal of my Camino. This photo
reminds me that we can do hard, joyous things and that there are many people that will
help and join us on our journey.

I'm so glad we're on this journey together!

Blessings, Rev. Lise

Summer RE Class is Lending a Helping Hand




Today the Summer RE class organized the
Little Library ¥ and created a Little Food
Pantry & of dried goods in the other at
AUUF.
Feel free to pick up or drop off books and
non perishable food items any time. We'll
be updating and organizing these two
spaces monthly for the neighborhood in
Airport Heights.
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AUUF Religious Exploration- Summer 2025
Updates

The Wizardly World of Peace Camp 2025 was June 9-13, 2025.

We had 37 campers, 7 teen cabin leads and 18 adult volunteers throughout the week. A
big thank you to all who participated; kids, parents, volunteers and teens! It was an active
week of learning, exploring, singing, creating, biking and just having fun!




Click here to read the entire article.

What do ministers do after ordination?

Many of you are asking this question because of AUUF's upcoming
ordination of Becca Bernard on Sunday, August 10, 4 pm

There are multiple paths that UU ministers may follow or create.

Congregational ministry: Some ministers serve one or more UU congregations, deliver
sermons, provide administrative leadership, and offer pastoral care to congregants. Some
specialize as interim ministers, helping congregations in their transition between ministers;
others can be contract ministers for a finite term.

Chaplaincy: Ministers may serve as chaplains in hospitals, hospices, prisons, academic
institutions, police and fire departments, or the military.

Community Ministry: Community ministers work independently, by serving in an
organization outside a congregation, or being a bridge between congregations and
secular organizations. They may work as spiritual directors, pastoral counselors, street
ministers, social justice advocates, UU legislative ministers; educators, journalists, UUA
field staff, arts ministers, and nonprofit administrators.

Becca is involved with all three disciplines. She currently serves the UU Fellowship of
Fairbanks as a quarter-time contract minister. She is also an Affiliated Community Minister
with AUUF focusing on trans advocacy and a per diem chaplain at Providence Hospital.
Come to her ordination at AUUF on August 10 and help celebrate the beginning of her
ministerial career.

Questions? Contact any member of Becca’s Ordination Team — we'd love to hear
them! Team members are: Katherine Huffman, Ruth Greenwood, Cassie Thomas, Marty
Freeman, Laura Volmert (UUFF), and of course, Becca!

Camp Opportunity


https://us22.campaign-archive.com/?e=d66f6d1242&u=9b37d8d3710d03cdc2b8721af&id=5786b9b950

Let us know you will be there at: keystolifealaska.com %

A ——— —
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Website:Keystolifealaska.com
The primary goal of the camp is to encourage healthy communication
among children. The camp will help children develop resilience skills and

navigate their emotional well-being:

Shirley Mae Springer Staten
Executive Director

"Stories should lead to
action!"”

Website:
www.keystolifealaska.com

Phone: 907-317-3417




WEEKLY STUDENT SUMMER TRAINING SERIES ; A F Democracy Summer:

1101 [ T TR AL “USY \eekly Student
IN ACTION _'?f-:., S d Summer Training

S TET e -l BN Series
Juner7- aucusts i 8:30 PM N : Hosted by Public Citizen, in partnership
DTN/ b with UUSJ

Every Tuesday, July 1 - August 5
6:30 p.m. ET » 5:30 p.m. CT « 4:30 p.m. MT ¢ 3:30 p.m. PT
RSVP for full details
e July 1 — Organizing Under Advancing Autocracy
e July 8 — Firewalls for Freedom & Intro to Campus Democracy
Organizing
e July 15 — Campus Campaign Planning | (Goal Setting)
o July 22 — Campus Campaign Planning Il (Strategy & Structure)
e July 29 — Campus Campaign Planning IIl (Outreach Planning)
¢ August 5 — Strategic Escalation
e August TBD (Virtual) — Community-Building, Mutual Support, and Action
Teams
Emerging or Young Adults are invited to join a Weekly Student Summer Training Series
and learn the skills they need to be effective mobilizers, organizers, and advocates to
champion the best version of our American democracy.
As part of this program, we are trying to connect with Unitarian Universalist University
Students who may be interested in getting a youth-focused version of the Rise for
Freedom National Training Series, which we partnered on this past spring. See our recent
email for more context.

John Lewis Day of Action

Events nationwide by multiple organizations
On Wednesday, July 17, the anniversary of
Congressman John Lewis’ passing, Americans are
taking action across the country to defend our
democracy and carry forward the legacy of Good
Trouble, honoring John Lewis, who said, "Your vote is precious. Almost sacred. It's the
most nonviolent tool we have to create a more perfect union."
Want to get ready?
Join “Good Trouble Lives On” for weekly trainings to review tips on hosting an impactful
local event.
7:00 p.m. ET ¢ 6:00 p.m. CT ¢ 5:00 p.m. MT ¢ 4:00 p.m. PT
RSVP for details
Find a local event , being planned

e July 3 — Coalition Building + Event Checklist

e July 10 — Safety and Security

e July 15 — Media & Final Event Checklist!

e July 17 — Host or join an event

Click here to read more from eNews by UUSJ.



https://default.salsalabs.org/Tb9af18df-508f-40a9-8f82-16812b86afa1/c119dac4-f3a8-44aa-ab93-6f5417202457
https://default.salsalabs.org/T170cc10a-8608-4207-ba10-8e0686fb9464/c119dac4-f3a8-44aa-ab93-6f5417202457
https://default.salsalabs.org/Tc28c565b-acf2-43b3-9856-50af966ee663/c119dac4-f3a8-44aa-ab93-6f5417202457
https://uusj.salsalabs.org/enews_2025july?wvpId=c119dac4-f3a8-44aa-ab93-6f5417202457
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Planned
Parenthood’

Act. No matter what.

Alliance Advocates - Alaska

In the past year, we have protected and

expanded reproductive health access in

JULY HALF PORTION FOR SOCIAL ACTION:
Planned Parenthood

Planned Parenthood Alliance Advocates - Alaska (PPAA - Alaska) advocates for a just,
equitable, thriving world where everyone has access to sexual and reproductive health
care and education. PPAA - Alaska is an independent, non-profit, and non-partisan
organization. PPAA - Alaska protects and promotes reproductive health, rights and justice.
We do this by advocating for public policies that guarantee the right to full and
nondiscriminatory access to reproductive health care including abortion. We educate
voters and mobilize our supporters to lobby the Alaska legislature against bills that
threaten reproductive and LGBTQ+ rights, and are working tirelessly to expand access to
reproductive health, rights, and justice in Alaska.

You can contribute in person at our Sunday services or online by visiting
anchorageuuf.org click on the Half-Portion note or Donate/ Pay at the bottom of the
home page. Enter your donation under “Half-Portion for Social Action."

Go to anchorageuuf.org
Click on the Half-Portion note or Donate/ Pay
at the bottom of the home page.
Enter your donation under
“Half-Portion for Social Action”



http://anchorageuuf.org/
http://anchorageuuf.org/

Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
(907) 248-3737

Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, (shel her), Minister,
RevLise@anchorageuuf.org, 907-248-3737 X2,

Office hours are usually Tu 11-3; Th and F 11-3, and by appointment
*On sabbatical March 17, 2025 through June 30, 2025.

Jennifer Bluntach (shel/her), Director of Religious Exploration
DRE@anchorageuuf.org

Office hours usually are:

Sunday 9am-11am, Tuesday 11am-3pm, Thursday, 11am-3pm, and by appointment

Richard Stoneking, (he/him), Congregational Administrator
Admin@AnchorageUUF.org, 907.248.3737 x.1
Office Hours Usually Mon-Thu 11am - 3 pm, Please call first.

Kelly Spring, (shel her), Communications Specialist,
Communications@anchorageuuf.org
Kelly's remote office hours Mon-Fri 9 am -1 pm

Esme Danner (she/her) Music Director
907-248-3737 x4, Music@anchorageuuf.org

Rebecca Bernard, (shel her), Affiliated Community Minister
RBernard.AK@gmail.com

Dan Norton: AV Coordinator



mailto:RevLise@anchorageuuf.org
mailto:DRE@anchorageuuf.org
mailto:Admin@AnchorageUUF.org
mailto:Communications@anchorageuuf.org
mailto:Music@anchorageuuf.org
http://RBernard.AK@gmail.com/

907-248-3737, AVCoordinator@anchorageuuf.org

Contact the Connections Team for more information on how to get involved.
Connections@anchorageuuf.org_
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common purpose.

Today At Our Fellowship
Thursday, July 24, 2025

This Week @ AUUF Monday, July 28

No reservations
Thursday, July 24

05:00 — 08:00 pm Whale Coast Tuesday, J_”'V 29
Banquet in the Social Room No reservations
Friday, July 25 Wednesda_y, July 30
12:00 — 02:00 pm Freethinkers in No reservations
Room 7
Thursday, July 31
Saturday, July 26 No reservations
08:30 — 10:30 am AA — Slap Happy in ]
the Social Room Friday, August 01
12:00 — 02:00 pm Freethinkers in
Sunday, July 27 Room 7
09:00 — 10:15 am The Forum in the
Sanctuary Saturday, August 02
11:00 — 12:00 pm Worship in the 08:30 — 10:30 am AA — Slap Happy in
04:00 — 05:30 pm Anchorage Friends
Meeting in the Sanctuary and Social Wednesday, August 6
Room 5 pm, Next deadline for TAOF. (Being

published July 24 and August 7 while
Kelly in on vacation)




DANIEL GWYNN was sentenced to death in
Phidadalphia (n 1994 after baing convicted of first-
dagies murder, arson, and aggravabed assal in the
daath of Marsha Smith, Thirty years lales, in Febnuany
dismissed all charges in the case. acknowledging

that Gerynn was wronghully comacted and unjustly
imprisoned for nearly three decades. Acconding to DA'S
Oifice statements at B time, Gwynn's case offered “a
cautionary tale of tunnel vision in palicing and
prosecution.® Join us o learm mone albaut the Injustice
Gwynn (sced and how he urmed o panting “to heal
i S,

The Forum

COMING UP AT THE FORUM
SUNDAY MORNINGS, 9:00-10:15 AM
IN PERSON and on Zoom

On Sunday, July 27, our Forum speaker will be death row exoneree Daniel Gwynn, who was
recently released from prison. The title of his presentation is: “Using Art to Cope with 30 Years
of Wrongful Incarceration.” He is coming to Anchorage from Philadelphia for the Alaskans
Against the Death Penalty’s annual “Fry Fish, Not People” fundraiser next week, and we are glad
he will be joining us on Sunday morning.

Click here to join on Zoom.



https://www.anchorageuuf.org/sundayonzoom

The following Sunday, August 3, our speaker will be Rose O’Hara-Jolley (they/them), State Director of
Planned Parenthood Alliance Advocates. The title of their presentation will be “Planned Parenthood in
Alaska—We Need Each Other More Than Ever.”

It's always great for our Fellowship and for the speaker to have folks join us in person, but when
that doesn’t work out, we love to see you on Zoom.

Click here to join on Zoom.



https://www.anchorageuuf.org/sundayonzoom

Sunday Worship Service
In Person & on Zoom
11:00 AM

July 27, 11 am In-Person and Zoom
Honoring the Generations: Grandparents and Parents
Dennis Arashiro, Michele Champion

July 27 is National Parents Day, but there are so many people who have nurtured us in our
growing. Dennis will share some of his stories and there will be time for you to share your stories
as well. Grounding ourselves in these important memories and lessons learned is especially
important in these challenging times.

August 3, 11 am In-Person and Zoom

TBA

Lauren Rench

Lauren will facilitate a taped presentation for our message from our UUA field staff on a UU

related topic. It's always interesting to see what other UUs are thinking!

Click here to join on Zoom.

Connections Team Needs Sunday Hospitality
Volunteers

Please consider signing up ahead of time to help make AUUF a warm and welcoming
community. We need greeters, zoom ushers and ESPECIALLY Social Hour volunteers to
keep our kitchen tidy and clean. If Connections ends up doing dishes all the time, they will
have a hard time staffing the welcome tables as they should be doing. Below is a link to
the Signup Genius which includes downloadable directions on what to do. All you need is
an email address and you will be sent an automatic reminder 2 days ahead of time.



https://www.anchorageuuf.org/sundayonzoom

Thanks to all who continue to help!

SIGN UP!

You are invited!

2 g

The ordination of
Rebecca Bernard
to the Unitarian Universalist ministry

Sunday, August 10, 2025, at 4 PM
Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
2824 E. 18" Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska

and on Zoom

RSVP and zoom link requests to:
becca-ordination@googlegroups.com

Brief overview of AUUF Religious Exploration for
2025/2026

Link to Brochure



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4EA9AF2AABF94-57446900-july
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0B4EA9AF2AABF94-57446900-july
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pICNbZG3LzLYhODLVfyrttf8mBlHp-Ca43VtCfoASOk/edit?tab=t.0

Rev. Lise will be out camping!

Lise will be out starting Friday (07.25) through Tuesday (07.29). She will be
unavailable during this time.

In case(s) of emergency contact the office or the Share the Care Team:
sharethecare@anchorageuuf.org

Communications Specialist, Kelly Spring on
vacation July 14th- August 11th

Hello Everyone,

| will be on vacation, (last day in office) July 14th and returning August 11th. During this
time communications activities such as website updates, social media posting, etc. will be
reduced. A bare bones version of Today at Our Fellowship newsletter will be published
only on July 24th & August 7th during this time.

During summer vacation, | look forward to finishing my first semester of graduate school
at University of Oklahoma, visiting family near Lake Michigan and hopefully biking &
relaxing with my daughter in the cold springs of the Chickasaw National Recreational
Area.

Please send any blurbs you have during this time through the_content submission link
here! My email may not be monitored so please send any blurbs through the content
submission link. You can find a link to this page from the website homepage titled "Submit
an Article," in the blue box labeled "Stay up to date."

Thanks for your patience with reduced communications functions during this time!



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXw0fer7hbHJ1XiXY19Z74IRLAqRgMXTQcqKljQTkpfKYJnQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXw0fer7hbHJ1XiXY19Z74IRLAqRgMXTQcqKljQTkpfKYJnQ/viewform

Fall Frolic Registration is NOW OPEN! Deadline
is August 17!

Registration form

AUUF 2025/2026 Children and Youth Religious
Exploration Registration is NOW AVAILABLE!

Registration form

NEW for 2025/2026
AUUF Parent/Grown Up Night Out!
Once a month Oct-Apr- childcare for school
aged kids.
Pizza-Activities- Movie-FUN!

Registration form

N LIVING
LEGACY

PROJECT

The Living Legacy Project was started by UUs to ensure that we continue to
know about and learn our Civil Rights history. Learning is provided through on-
line events and multiple day field trips in the South where participants visit
important historical sites and listen to stories by those involved in this time
period. Another pilgrimage is coming up (see below). You can also go to

here or ask Rev. Lise, Marty Freeman, Peggy Robinson, Mel Langdon, and
Robin and Erik Hill about their experiences with this group.

October 21-26, 2025 — The Mississippi Story (REGISTRATION IS STILL
OPEN!)

This August it will be 70 years sine Emmitt Till was murdered. Even though
there had been actions for Civil Rights, the story of Till's death is generally
believed to have marked the beginning of the Civil Rights Movement.
Mississippi is also the hallow ground which Fannie Lou Hamer and the



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScmorXWKWE3CCK0cgyo8pYOX7b9Ihsli4RPlOrWr_sv124N9g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfbsbHhiEqPTvOxT31FeUwWecTJA91sivammRzgA6tRkNB5vw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfR_SJ90GahGoubDKIZDcspPG5DEP8PzlLepli3LpRDGqs_0g/viewform
https://www.livinglegacypilgrimage.org/
https://livinglegacypilgrimage.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d736bf3a9136d183c55c837d0&id=d1f5162681&e=289f25be0c

Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party challenged the local Democratic Party
for the right to vote for all people. 60 years ago, President Johnson signed the
Voting Rights Bill. Mrs. Hamer coined a phrase often repeated by many today.
In response to the ongoing struggle for Rights, she said, “I am sick and tired of
being sick and tired”. We explore and learn of these stories and more on the
Mississippi Pilgrimage.

WEEKLYSTUDNTSUMER TRANIG SERLS ."_I: ) ¥ Democracy Summer:

DEMOCRACY g ity RUETSOESGLEN
LLUH] ] EEeRe et @ Summer Training

s doeidn | B Series
B30PM SBE "N ' Hosted by Public Citizen, in partnership

TUESDAYS

JUNE17 - AUGUSTS
DEMOGRACYTRAINING. ORG/RSVP o T i .
o . with UUSJ

Every Tuesday, July 1 - August 5
6:30 p.m. ET ¢ 5:30 p.m. CT ¢ 4:30 p.m. MT ¢ 3:30 p.m. PT
RSVP for full details
e July 1 — Organizing Under Advancing Autocracy
o July 8 — Firewalls for Freedom & Intro to Campus Democracy
Organizing
e July 15 — Campus Campaign Planning | (Goal Setting)
e July 22 — Campus Campaign Planning Il (Strategy & Structure)
e July 29 — Campus Campaign Planning Il (Outreach Planning)
» August 5 — Strategic Escalation
¢ August TBD (Virtual) — Community-Building, Mutual Support, and Action
Teams
Emerging or Young Adults are invited to join a Weekly Student Summer Training Series
and learn the skills they need to be effective mobilizers, organizers, and advocates to
champion the best version of our American democracy.
As part of this program, we are trying to connect with Unitarian Universalist University
Students who may be interested in getting a youth-focused version of the Rise for
Freedom National Training Series, which we partnered on this past spring. See our recent
email for more context.



https://default.salsalabs.org/Tb9af18df-508f-40a9-8f82-16812b86afa1/c119dac4-f3a8-44aa-ab93-6f5417202457
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Planned
Parenthood’

Act. No matter what.

Alliance Advocates - Alaska

In the past year, we have protected and

expanded reproductive health access in

JULY HALF PORTION FOR SOCIAL ACTION:
Planned Parenthood

Planned Parenthood Alliance Advocates - Alaska (PPAA - Alaska) advocates for a just,
equitable, thriving world where everyone has access to sexual and reproductive health
care and education. PPAA - Alaska is an independent, non-profit, and non-partisan
organization. PPAA - Alaska protects and promotes reproductive health, rights and justice.
We do this by advocating for public policies that guarantee the right to full and
nondiscriminatory access to reproductive health care including abortion. We educate
voters and mobilize our supporters to lobby the Alaska legislature against bills that
threaten reproductive and LGBTQ+ rights, and are working tirelessly to expand access to
reproductive health, rights, and justice in Alaska.

You can contribute in person at our Sunday services or online by visiting
anchorageuuf.org click on the Half-Portion note or Donate/ Pay at the bottom of the
home page. Enter your donation under “Half-Portion for Social Action."

Go to anchorageuuf.org
Click on the Half-Portion note or Donate/ Pay
at the bottom of the home page.
Enter your donation under
“Half-Portion for Social Action”



http://anchorageuuf.org/
http://anchorageuuf.org/

Anchorage Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
2824 E. 18th Avenue, Anchorage, AK 99508
(907) 248-3737
Website

Rev. Lise Adams Sherry, (shelher), Minister,
RevLise@anchorageuuf.org, 907-248-3737 x2,
Office hours are usually Tu 11-3; Th and F 11-3, and by appointment

Jennifer Bluntach, (shelher), Director of Religious Exploration
DRE@anchorageuuf.org

Office hours usually are:

Sun 9am-11am, Tu 11am-3pm, Thu 11am-3pm, and by appointment

Richard Stoneking, (he/him), Congregational Administrator
Admin@AnchorageUUF.org, 907.248.3737 x.1
Office Hours Usually Mon-Thu 11am - 3 pm, Please call first.

Kelly Spring, (she/her), Communications Specialist,
Communications@anchorageuuf.org
Kelly's remote office hours Mon-Fri 9 am - 1 pm

Esme Danner, (shelher), Music Director
907-248-3737 x4, Music@anchorageuuf.org



https://www.anchorageuuf.org/
mailto:RevLise@anchorageuuf.org
mailto:DRE@anchorageuuf.org
mailto:Admin@AnchorageUUF.org
mailto:Communications@anchorageuuf.org
mailto:Music@anchorageuuf.org

Rebecca Bernard, (shelher), Affiliated Community Minister
RBernard.AK@gmail.com

Dan Norton, AV Coordinator
907-248-3737, AVCoordinator@anchorageuuf.org

Contact the Connections Team for more information on how to get involved:
Connections@anchorageuuf.org

Share the Care Team: sharethecare@anchorageuuf.org
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